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Dear Reader,

“Sharing God’s transforming love, so that people may live in hope“

This is the vision guiding us in our mission work. We are really very glad that 

we have the privilege of committing ourselves to this goal: Taking God’s love 

to many people so they may be transformed and given hope. Enjoy yourself as 

you are reading about some of them. Be inspired by the reports that tell about 

people getting help through our projects and having their lives positively 

transformed by the Gospel.

Thank you for your support in prayer and donations. It is you who make all of 

this possible. At present, we are lagging behind as to our income in donations, 

and the funds for quite many a project are missing. But we are confident that 

God will move His people to give what is needed.

With warmest greetings from the Mission Office,

Yours sincerely,

Christoph Haus Carlos Waldow Matthias Dichristin

Christoph Haus

Carlos Waldow

Matthias Dichristin 

Cover photo: Chil-
dren from the Social 
Centre in Diadema, 
Brazil
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about it. This leads to more appre-
ciation and protection for the small 
minority (Christians in Turkey mak-
ing up a mere 0.3 % of the popu-
lation). And all the same, we go on 
praying for them, because Christians 
are still marginalized and discrimi-
nated against. And we go on asking 
for donations for the work of these 
churches, as they can hire meeting 
facilities only under (extremely) diffi-
cult conditions. The Church in Izmir 
is the only one that has a “church 
of their own”, whose maintenance, 
however, exceeds their financial 
possibilities. Nearly 300 people are 
reached by the churches and sat-
ellite churches mentored and sup-
ported by EBM INTERNATIONAL.

Pastor Christoph Haus

Introducing our new Corporate Identity

Sharing God’s transforming love

Turkish Baptist Union

Churches linked by supporting refugees

At the Mission Council in Arnhem/
The Netherlands, we as EBM IN-
TERNATIONAL presented our new 
Corporate Identity in late April, 
and, at the BEFG General Assem-
bly in Kassel that followed, we in-
troduced our new stall. We are 
enthusiastic about how easy it is 
now to present the contents of our 
ministry in a nutshell. Our vision is 
“Sharing God’s transforming love 
so that people may live in hope”. 
We do this in worldwide coopera-
tion with Baptist churches on site 

in the fields of church de-
velopment, vulnerable chil-
dren, health care, capacity 
building and humanitarian 
work. Our projects are holistic, 
church-based, partner-oriented 
on an eye-to-eye level, and 
sustainable.

Matthias Dichristin

Four churches and two satellite 
churches as well as an Iranian church 
now belong to the Turkish Bap-
tist Union. And these churches are 
in close touch with one another. In 
2015, young people from all the 
churches met for a common camp 
for the first time.

Another common goal is the in-
tense relief work for Syrian and Ira-
nian refugees. Thanks to donations 
from German Baptist Aid, the Bap-
tist World Alliance, EBM INTERNA-
TIONAL and the charity “Voice of 

the Martyrs”, many hundreds of ref-
ugees have already been supported 
getting food, medicine, furniture 
and flats. European Baptist Aid (the 
charity of the European Baptist Fed-
eration) organized a training unit 
for the four churches in February 
in order to make refugee work still 
more efficient and, above all, more 
sustainable. For all the churches in-
volved, their refugee work is good 
publicity: Representatives from au-
thorities and politicians are invited 
to be present at the activities for 
the refugees, and the media report 

The bathroom of the refugee children in Adana
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The Porto Children‘s Home

Unwanted, and yet needed

I was born in May 1974. When I was 
five months old, my parents aban-
doned me in a locked house. This 
came to my grandmother‘s knowl-
edge. She knew the then director of 
the Children‘s Home, Pastor Daniel 
Machado, and asked him to take 
me to his children‘s home in Porto. I 
also have a twin brother, and Daddy 
Machado did not want to separate 
the two of us. Thus, we both were 
admitted to the children‘s home to-
gether, in late 1974.

Over the years, there were several 
opportunities to be adopted, but 
God‘s guidance was different. From 
the beginning, the time my parents 
had abandoned me, the Lord cared 
for me, led me to the Children‘s 
Home and in this way prepared me 
for a special ministry.

This was not easy, but in time, I 
understood better and better that 
God had a plan also for me.

Early on, I had accepted Jesus as my 
Saviour, and I was baptized by my 
beloved Daddy Machado at age 13.

At 14, I met my biological father. 
Even today, I do not have any rela-
tionship with him – not that I do not 
want it, but because he shows no 
interest in it, although there have 
been several attempts. As to my 
mother, I got to know her one day 
before her death, when I was 22. I 
am very grateful to the Lord that He 

gave me the opportunity to meet 
her while she was still alive and to 
tell her that God loves her, that he 
had always cared for me and that I 
had forgiven her.

At 22, I moved to Viseu, up-country. 
There, I lived for 13 years, got mar-
ried and was involved in the work 
of the Baptist Church. Serving the 
church, I used my gifts and stepped 
in wherever I could: on the worship 
team, as a Sunday school teacher, as 

Fernando Silva has been married to Christiane Silva since 2002. They have got three 
children: Lucas (10), Lya (8), and Lara (4).

a youth leader and in managing sev-
eral charitable projects. We carried 
out evangelistic activities in many 
places, when I was a musician and 
the preacher.

About nine years ago, I started my 
ministry as a pastor in Vila Real. 
And in 2012, I was encouraged to 
serve as the first national mission-
ary of the Brazilian mission society 
JMM in Portugal. So, as a family, we 
moved to Trás-dos-Montes, a village 
in the midst of the wild mountains of 
northern Portugal.
In order to do this, I gave up my 
job, changed my place of resi-
dence, and I committed myself to-
tally to serving God.

In the end, I complied with the cry 
for help of the Baptist Church in the 
small village of Leomil, where I am 
still involved today. In 2016, a new 
phase of my ministry has started. I 
have been on the Board of the Chil-
dren‘s Home in Porto! To me, this 
is a wonderful opportunity to give 
something back in return for the 
care I received here. In so doing, 
I honour the memory of my foster 
parents and have the privilege of of-
fering other children and youths the 
same opportunity I had, that of get-
ting to know Jesus and of living with 
Him.

I am thankful to God for giving me 
the opportunity of serving Him.“

Fernando Silva

In the following, Fernando Silva, a former home child, relates his story. An un-
wanted child, he was taken to a home, but God had great plans for him.
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Ijuí/Brazil – CAIS: Working with deaf people

Listening with the heart
Timorous, closed and inward-look-
ing, without any self-assurance – 
such are the children when they 
join the group. Their families and 
their environment do not under-
stand nor accept them. The fami-
lies, most of whom are very poor, 
do not have any knowledge about 
their children‘s impediment, nor do 
they know how to deal with it. In the 
CAIS Project, the children and their 
families learn to communicate in 
sign language.

The director of the 
CAIS Project, Sil-
via da Costa, hap-
pily talks about the 
many activities that 
she and her team 
organize for the 
deaf. They have 
launched some 
new projects: Chil-
dren who can hear 
but whose parents 
are deaf, are invited to the “Help 
Centre for Children and Youths“. 
Such children have difficulties at 
school because their parents can-
not study with them at home. At the 

project “Deaf People‘s House of 
Civilization“, they offer meditations, 
educational lectures, free introduc-
tory courses for groups interested 
in theatre-playing, physical working 
activities and many group activities 
for deaf adults. On two afternoons, 
the deaf children come to the CAIS 
Project. Here, they learn to commu-
nicate in sign language. They get 
coaching in school subjects where 
necessary. This support increases 
their self-assurance, and they can 

participate in so-
cial life.

In February, a 
camp for 80 deaf 
people from var-
ious places was 
organized. Milton 
Carvalho da Silva 
(deaf) preached 
together with his 
wife Selma (hear-
ing). They had 

messages that the deaf may under-
stand and apply in their every-day 
lives. It was very important that the 
person presenting the message 
from God was deaf. For three days, 

Training for the adults

Creative learning with the children

“How, then, can they call on 

the one they have not believed 

in? And how can they believe 

in the one of whom they have 

not heard? And how can they 

hear without someone preach-

ing to them?”

Romans 10:14
they enjoyed great fellowship, les-
sons on the Word of God, testimo-
nials, sports and, at the end, 16 deaf 
people turned to Christ!

Pastor Carlos Waldow

Partnership Brazil – Mozambique
For some years, EBM MASA has been coordi-
nating a partnership between the Pioneira, the 
Brazilian Baptist Union, and CBM, the Baptist 
Union in Mozambique.
Brazilian theological students carried out mis-
sionary activities in Mozambique, and their lec-
turers supported theological education at the 
seminary there. This year, Rui Teske, the Pionei-
ra‘s President, has taught strategic leadership 
in Beira and Maputo. Such partnerships are 
very valuable to mission work.

Pastor Carlos Waldow
The students in Beira
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Mission work in Yotala/Sucre, Bolivia

The Gospel is breaking through

Disaster relief in Ecuador

Hope in the midst of ruins

For quite some time, the three small 
Baptist churches from the province 
capital Sucre in Bolivia have been 
wanting to launch mission work in 
the nearby place of Yotala with its 
1,500 inhabitants. Since April 2014, 

EBM MASA has supported the mis-
sionary couple Sebastián and Pa-
tricia Jancko, who are passionately 
committed here, together with their 
children. The Gospel is preached 
holistically by offering practical help 

for needy people combined with 
preaching the Good News of Jesus. 
Yotala is a tough place. The people 
are very closed and inward-look-
ing and they are attached to many 
religious and occult practices, but 
now, the Gospel is breaking through 
to them. Eight people have been 
baptized, another 15 have made 
a decision for Jesus. The children 
also have been reached; some 15 
of them are faithful followers. Sup-
porting this mission work gives joy, 
so let us support it by praying and 
donating.

Pastor Carlos Waldow

In late April, a heavy earthquake hit Ecuador. Some cities on the coast, such 
as Manta, Porto Viejo, and Pedernales, were largely devastated. About 700 
people lost their lives. Many have lost everything and now don‘t know how 
to live on.

On the initiative of the Latino church 
in Munich, we got into touch in or-
der to arrange for sustainable help. 
Right after the disaster willingness to 
help is normally great, but now, it is 

sustainable support that is needed. 
In early July, I visited the area, and so 
I could get an up-to-date impression 
of the situation there. We could plan 
the immediate steps for relief activi-
ties with the leadership of the Baptist 
Union and their team. I was thrilled 
to see how they take advantage of 
this opportunity to share God‘s love, 
although most of them have been 
affected themselves. Pastor Marcos, 
Vice-President of the Baptist Union, 
has completely lost his church build-
ing, and his private home also has 
been reduced to debris. Yet he and 
many others are fully committed to 
coordinating relief activities in 30 
places. In these 30 places, church 
planting projects have now arisen.
In Pedernales, too, the 40 members 
of the small Baptist church have lost 
their chapel. There, a family have put 
their house and plot on the outskirts 
of the town at the disposal of the 
church, so they can continue to get 

together and to manage the relief 
activities for the people in distress. 
Now, more than 700 people attend 
the services, plus about 300 children. 
The brothers and sisters are amazed 
at what God has been doing through 
them in this calamity. Please pray for 
our brothers and sisters in Ecuador 
to be strengthened and that many 
people may experience God‘s love 
through their ministry.

Pastor Carlos Waldow

PRAYING AND DONATING

CAIS – Work with the deaf
Project number: MAG 23 080
Financial need: € 17,500

Church-planting projects in Latin 
America
Project number: MAG 11 770
Financial need: € 48,000

Information available at  
www.ebm-international.org
Donation account: EBM MASA:
IBAN: DE62 5009 2100 0000 1339 06
BIC: GENODE 51BH2
SKB Bad Homburg

Patricia and Sebastián Jancko

Celebrating two years of mission work

This was the site of the church building 
in Manta before the earthquake.

The new gathering place of the Baptist 
Church in Pedernales
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Argentina/PEPE pre-school Projects
“I cannot read”, said Liliana, when 
she was given a Bible. The mother of 
seven became a believer in the moth-
er-child-group in the PEPE Project. 
She was eager to learn how to read 
in order to study her Bible by her-
self. Then, a literacy programme was 
arranged for her and other people 
showing interest.

Cuba/Havana
When Alexis was seven, his mother 
died. Then, he had to witness how 
alcohol broke his father’s life. Alexis 
was completely shattered. For one 
year, he listened to the gospel in the 
church in Zaldo, and then he surren-
dered his life to Jesus. The joy he 
now radiates is really special.

Brazil/Diadema
Gabriel is new to the Social Centre. 
His mother has died, and his father is 
addicted to drugs. He lacks care and 
his family’s love – you cannot overlook 
these deficits. In the Social Centre, he 
visibly feels at ease and already shows 
signs of positive development.

In the following, you will find three excerpts from the current REPORTS by EBM 
INTERNATIONAL on Latin America. Three times a year, we publish short stories 
and topical prayer requests from several projects in this format. You can access 
all the reports on our website at: http://www.ebm-ternational.org/reports.0.html

REPORT
EBM MASA REPORTS
ARGENTINA, CUBA, BRAZIL

What do we pray for?

•  We thank the Lord for the 
families who have come 
to believe in Jesus, and 
we pray for the workers 
in the PEPE Projects that 
they be granted wisdom, 
love and patience for the 
children there

•  We pray for a change in 
the living conditions of 
the children and young 
people in Cuba, which 
are marked by poverty, 
crime, drug trafficking 
and spiritualism.

•  For the children and their 
families. That they may 
get to know Jesus and 
find refuge and comfort 
with Him.

•  For the staff in the Dia-
dema Social Centre: May 
they be granted wisdom 
and love when dealing 
with the children.

G.-W.-Lehmann-Str. 4 | 14641 Wustermark | T  033 234 74-142 | www.ebm-international.org 
SKB, Bad Homburg | IBAN: DE62 5009 2100 0000 1339 06 | BIC: GENODE 51BH2
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Dr. P. David Suvarna Raju, director of CBM BETHEL Hospital, shares the following:

I felt like being on another planet!
This year, I had the opportunity to attend the Mission Council in Arnhem 
(The Netherlands) as well as the General Assembly of the German Bap-
tist Union in Kassel. This was my first trip to Europe and a most wonderful 
experience.

The encounters at the Mission 
Council, with so many people from 
different countries, greatly im-
pressed me – those intense and in-
teresting conversations were simply 
wonderful. During that time, I stayed 

with the pastor of the church in Arn-
hem. He and his family were won-
derful hosts, and I felt very much at 
home with them. I very much en-
joyed my stay in Arnhem and the 
many and touching meetings, the 
warm conversations as well as the 
outings.

After the Mission Council, my jour-
ney took me to Germany. First, 

This trip to Europe has taught me 
several things and made me think 
about them. I could take a lot of 
beautiful memories back home and 
share them with my family. I am very 
grateful to God for this wonderful 
time and would also like to thank 
all the donors and EBM INTERNA-
TIONAL for their precious support 
and the many prayers.

Dr. David Suvarna Raju

The CBM Bethel Hospital in 
Vuyyuru, which is supported by 
EBM INTERNATIONAL, has made 
healthcare available to disad-
vantaged people for 110 years. 
It employs a total of 60 staff in 
gynecology, pediatrics and ob-
stetrics, general medicine, oph-
thalmology, and urology, etc. The 
Community Department of CBM 
Bethel Hospital supports two 
projects: assistance to HIV/AIDS 
infected patients and a food se-
curity project, where farmers are 
regularly trained in cultivation and 
in the marketing of their products.

The EBM Delegation at the Assembly in Kassel 2016

Mission Council, Dr. David Raju (right) 
and Rev. Samarpana from JLM (left)

Pastor Christoph Haus and I visited 
the church in Augustfehn, where I 
had the opportunity to say a few 
words about my work at CBM Bethel 
Hospital in India. It was really a 
great and lively service. We contin-

ued on to Elstal, and I got to know 
the office of the German Union as 
well as the headquarters of EBM 
INTERNATIONAL.

The big highlight of my trip was vis-
iting Immanuel Hospital in Rüders-
dorf. The medical services are ex-
cellent, and the equipment is high 
quality. Moreover, the Hospital has 
a beautiful and very well-maintained 
campus. Not even the wealthiest 
hospitals in India look like that. I felt 
like being on another planet.

The General Assembly in Kassel was 
very interesting. Here I very much 
enjoyed the good food, the great 
accommodation, the very nice lo-
cation and, most of all, the friendli-
ness of the German attendees. The 
worship on Sunday in the church 
at Kassel and the joy of fellowship 
with the Christians there also were 
stupendous.

Plenary session at the Mission Council 
2016 in Arnhem/The Netherlands
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we launched a project called “Child 
Development Center (CDC)”, which 
offers the children three activities: 
games, private tutoring and help 
with homework, and spiritual teach-
ing. Now, 475 children participate 
in this project every day…

We are very thankful to Rev. Pras-
anna Kumar and his son Rev. Sa-
marpana of JLM for their com-
mitment to the well-being of the 
children and young people, day in 
day out.

Susanne Geyermann
Assistant to the General Secretary

The Children’s Home “Bethel Ash-
ram” is one of our “youngest“ chil-
dren’s homes and is situated in Up-
pada, a small village on the Bay of 
Bengal. It is run by our partner or-
ganization “Jesus Loves Ministries” 
(JLM) and provides a new home for 
20 boys. Many of these boys have 
experienced heavy blows of fate, 
be it losing their parents in natural 
disasters or accidents, or because 
the family is so poor that they can-
not feed the children any longer. So 
they get the care they need in the 
Home, in order to take new cour-

age and gain new strength and also 
to experience joy again. They are 
also given the possibility of attend-
ing school, a privilege unthinkable 
to many of them before. And their 
good academic achievements are 
evidence of the strong interest they 
have in learning. Four boys (see 
the photos) have graduated this 

Boys on graduation day

Home children doing their homework

Summer camp

Uppada, India

JLM Campus – a home for children
year from grade 
10 with excellent 
results and now 
seek training to 
become mechan-
ics, engineers, 
or teachers. In 
the church that is 
situated on the 
campus, the chil-
dren have found 
their own place 
and their spiritual 
home.

On the same campus as the Chil-
dren’s Home there is a sewing and 
computer school, where 30 young 
women may learn tailoring and 15 
pupils may acquire computer skills.

This year, we could welcome Pas-
tor Samarpana (director of JLM) at 
the Mission Council in Arnhem/The 
Netherlands. We are very happy 
that the workshop held there is al-
ready bearing fruit in India. The fol-
lowing is an excerpt from a report 
he has recently sent:

… the workshop at the  Mission 
Council under the heading 
“Churches discover their own re-
sources” was a great inspiration 
for me. Back in India, we started 
our summer camp, as every year. 
On this occasion, we invite chil-
dren and their parents from various 
villages during the holiday, in or-
der to share with them the Good 
News, to play, sing, and have meals 
together. A team of more than 
30 young people from my church 
makes this wonderful project pos-
sible. During a staff meeting, I re-
ported on the workshop held at the 
Mission Council, and we discussed 
how we could contribute and im-
plement some of it. For instance, 
we gave the children the report 
Pastor Christoph Haus had given 
in the workshop on the flood dis-
aster in Malawi, and we explained 
to them how the Malawians had re-
sponded to the flood. In addition, 

PRAYING AND DONATING

CBM BETHEL Hospital – Social fund
Project number: MAG 81703
Financial need: € 6,000

JLM – Children’s Home in Uppada
Project number: MAG 81308
Financial need: € 6,000

Information available at  
www.ebm-international.org
Donation account: EBM INDIA:
IBAN: DE68 5009 2100 0000 3436 09
BIC: GENODE 51BH2
SKB Bad Homburg
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Serango
Our Christian hospital makes medical 
care available to the needy. Having 70 
beds, a main building, an eye clinic 
and a mother-child-care facility, the 
hospital is constantly expanding. The 
eye clinic alone performs up to 400 
surgeries per month.

Bangarupalyam
Here, our children’s home provides a 
home to 50 AIDS orphans. Through 
the caring commitment of the staff, 
the children may develop freely – 
mentally, physically and spiritually. 
They regularly attend school, pray 
and play together.

Kolkata
The Salvation Army has been involved 
here for over 30 years, supporting 
poverty-stricken people who live on 
welfare through a feeding-the-poor 
programme. Elderly people (as Uma 
Majumder – see the photo), children 
and sick people are provided with 
one meal a day. The social workers 
also offer pastoral care.

In the following, you will find three excerpts from the current REPORTS by EBM 
INTERNATIONAL on India. Three times a year, we publish short stories and top-
ical prayer requests from several projects in this format. You can access all the 
reports on our website at: http://www.ebm-international.org/reports.0.html

REPORT
EBM INDIA REPORTS
SERANGO, BANGARUPALYAM, KOLKATA

What do we pray for?

•  For the doctors and 
nurses at the hospital

•  For the many patients 
that experience healing in 
Serango

•  For the 50 AIDS orphans 
who have found a home 
in the Children’s Home in 
Bangarupalyam

•  For the staff who are com-
mitted to the children’s 
well-being in the Home – 
day in day out

•  We thank God for the 
many people who get 
a warm meal in Kolkata 
every day

•  We pray for the staff of 
the Salvation Army in 
Kolkata

G.-W.-Lehmann-Str. 4 | 14641 Wustermark | T  033 234 74-142 | www.ebm-international.org 
SKB, Bad Homburg | IBAN: DE68 5009 2100 0000 3436 09 | BIC: GENODE 51BH2
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A volunteer shares this:

We’re Off Then …
This year, too, EBM INTERNATIONAL is sending out volunteers. They are 
leaving for Argentina, India, South Africa, and Malawi. In mid-July, these 
young people, aged 18 to 20, met for the preparation course in order to 
prepare for their assignments abroad.

That is why 16 volunteers – 13 
girls and three boys – met in Elstal 
for two weeks. With Kathy Gareis 
managing everything, many guest 
speakers introduced us to such top-
ics as “discovering your personal-
ity” and “missions”. Thanks to some 
motivated former volunteers, we 
got good insight into the every-day 
lives of volunteers abroad and heard 
about their personal experiences. 
We will not forget e.g. Maria, who, 
six months after her return from Ar-
gentina, still prepares traditional 
maté (tea), nor Josefine and Ellinor, 
who proudly presented the tradi-
tional Indian sari to us.

An impacting event was the noto-
rious excursion to Berlin, when we 
had to be resourceful to get the 
money for the return ticket to com-
fortable Elstal as well as for our 
food. It was left to us how we went 
about that. By collecting bottles 

with refundable deposit, perfor-
mances in video clips and by muck-
ing out a goat stable, we all man-
aged to get to the venue. The goal 
– developing a sense for poverty – 
had definitely been reached!

We took to heart a lot of the ad-
vice and even partly implemented 
it on location. Thus, for two fellow 
volunteers, the tip to “observe and 
study the country and its people” 
led to an unintended discovery tour 
through the adventurous wilderness 
of Brandenburg

The ever-present topic “patience” 
was often integrated in the every-
day life of the course. What at the 
beginning was meant to get us 
prepared for the normal periods 
of waiting in our countries of as-
signment led to some participants 
adopting with pleasure the principle 
of “being on time the African way”.

The harmonious mixture of leisure 
and learning, of activities and re-
flection, made us anticipate our stay 
in the countries of assignment with 
joy and, at the same time, created 
deep friendships. This means we 
will encourage one another during 
our volunteer service also across the 
continents.

Last but not least, our enjoyable 
group dynamics got the support 
of the adventurous theological stu-
dents, who found pleasure in shar-
ing fellowship with us.

We are now keen on living through 
a year that is sure to transform us!

Anna-Kristin Seydlitz

The volunteers 2016/2017
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About shattered dreams...

...and miracles by the wayside
“We are to support 
the Baptist Con-
vention of South 
Africa in rebuilding 
a vocational cen-
tre.” In my ears, I 
can still hear this 
sentence ringing, 
which I heard from 
Anna and Johannes 
Meyer before they 
left for South Africa 
in 2012. And I got 
the impression that 

it was engraved in their hearts. This is why 
they were asked to go into mission. This was 
their calling – maybe even their dream.

And how bitter it is when dreams are shat-
tered. Anna and Johannes had tough times 
in Thusong. They had tried so many things, 
mustered so much patience – to no avail. 
Too big were the problems. Too strong were 
the quarrels. Today, Thusong is still far from 
becoming a vocational centre. At least, Thu-
song has become the new site of the Theo-
logical Seminary. Maybe, there will be a mir-
acle at the end of this story, too.

After two years, Anna and Johannes had to 
re-orientate them-
selves. Johannes, 
being a master me-
chanic, could of-
fer courses in some 
townships to teach 
the basics in auto-
motive mechanics. 
With a trailer serving 
as a mobile work-
shop, he served 
three churches. The 

last course was attended by 15 people, 
who all got a certificate. Johannes took to 
the road to meet the people where they 
are, which is cumbersome at times. This has 
deeply touched me. And he has definitely 
made an impact on those he met. Many 
may have said in whispers: ”Here comes this 
stately white man, who worked for BWM in 
Germany, in order to show to us, in these re-
motest corners of Africa, how cars function.”

Anna’s path, too, took a course so different 
from what had been planned. In Mohumi 

Matlou she found a kindred spirit, whose 
heart also beats for women. And when 
two hearts beat in the same rhythm, good 
things may be the result. Ndawo Yakho 
(www.ndawoyakho.org) was reanimated. 
The building in downtown Johannesburg al-
ready existed, but there was no possibility 
for women to seek shelter there. Thanks to 
Anna’s commitment and Mohumi’s (chair of 
the board) enthusiasm, many bureaucratic 
hurdles could be overcome, and the house 
was renovated. Now, it opens its doors 
to women who have suffered violence so 
they may experience healing and become 
self-confident.

And, quite en passant, 16 young people 
did their volunteer service in South Africa in 

those four years. During their assignment, 
all of them were closely mentored by Anna 
and Johannes.

Of course, we mustn’t put a gloss on this 
assignment. Many of those involved made 
mistakes during this time, and they have 
learned something. Expectations were dis-
appointed, and mission has been tarnished 
to some extent. But Anna and Johannes 
have invested a great deal of what God had 
made available to them. They have been a 
blessing to other people. They left as a cou-
ple and came back as a family. Ria and Taya, 
their two superb daughters, were born in 
South Africa. There are many things to be 
grateful for. Thank you, Anna and Johannes, 
and thank you Lord!

Matthias Dichristin,  
with Anna and Johannes Meyer

Anna, Johannes and their daughters Ria and Taya

The Board of Ndawo Yakho

Car mechanics course in Ekangala
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Impressions from Malawi

Travellers can tell stories...

Between the lectures I had several thrilling 
encounters which have impressed me. E.g. 
I could meet the four church planters who 
we as EBM INTERNATIONAL support (via 
BACOMA) with 6,000 euros per year. Four 
missionaries are growing together into one 
great team working in four different areas 
of Malawi. Julius Damson (right in the pic-
ture) has founded 13 churches in southern 
Malawi over the past years. And after the 

last flood disaster when his area was par-
ticularly hard hit, he contributed to organ-
izing relief through these churches. Two of 
the church planters have just finished their 
studies at the seminary in Lilongwe. This is 
the seminary we would like to support with 
10,000 euros per year. I was impressed to 
see how things come together at the Con-
ference, how much our support is appreci-
ated and how well our Regional Representa-
tive Fletcher Kaiya serves as a link in various 
places.

At the end of the Conference, we visited a 
church a few kilometres outside Lilongwe. 
Every day, up to 40 women gather here in 
order to learn to read and write. This literacy 
programme is an example of the new initi-
atives which the project coordinator of BA-
COMA wants to set up in cooperation with 
the women’s department. Together with Re-
gina Claas, he will also arrange for trainings 

in project manage-
ment, in order to 
convey to the people 
in the churches how 
such initiatives can be implemented in a 
good way. We are convinced that the 9,000 
euros, with which we want to support these 
programmes will sustainably change the liv-
ing conditions of women.

At two hours from Lilongwe, we visited the 
palliative care project which is run by the 
Senga Bay Clinic. With 10,000 euros per 
year, we contribute to five workers visit-
ing more than 100 dying patients in their 
homes. Visiting three households was a stir-
ring experience: People who have really 
reached the end of their lives may live in 
dignity. One family was given a three days‘ 
supply of morphium so that their mother, 
who was terminally ill with cancer, could sur-
vive the day without pain if at all possible. 
In the midst of this suffering, I was deeply 
impressed by the great relevance of this 
ministry.

All of this cannot be done without any 
money. This is why I have mentioned precise 
amounts here. The costs for Regina Claas‘ 
and Fletcher Kaiya’s ministries have not even 
been included in these sums. Why don’t you 
join in, supporting the projects EBM runs in 
Malawi..

Matthias Dichristin

A patient benefitting 
from the palliative care 
project

Some women learning to read and write

The church planters with Fletcher Kaiya (centre)

In early June, I had the opportunity of staying in Malawi for a good 
week. It is interesting to see how God is working at various places 
and how often things fall in place in a thrilling way. I’d like to share 
some interesting encounters around the Mission Conference of the 
Baptist Convention of Malawi (BACOMA).
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Mozambique

Grieving for Pastor Afonso Muendane

Pearls of Africa

Taking Stock

People in the Maraquena Church

Beneditta (far left) and Afonso (far right) 
with Fletcher Kaiya and some friends

It is with dismay that we have 
learned about the death of our 
long-time staff, pastor Afonso 
Muendane. On July 4, Afonso died 
from a stroke. For many years, he 
had suffered from serious diabetes, 
which over the past years led to the 
amputation of a leg and to com-
plete loss of sight. In the midst of 
the grief about his death, it’s a com-
fort to know that Afonso now stays 
in the realm of his Heavenly Father, 
suffering no longer.

Afonso studied in the former GDR, 
which was possible due to the re-
lations of the two countries. Dur-
ing his studies in civil engineering, 
he received the call to become a 
pastor. So he studied at the Baptist 
Seminary in the GDR, in Buckow. To 
this day, friendly relations with many 
churches and pastors in the German 
Baptist Union have survived.

In mid-July, there was a meeting at 
Ursula and Dieter Brosch’s home; 
twelve people who have been in-
volved for almost three years in 
many fields and who sell the jewels 
of “Pearls of Africa” gathered there. 

It was amazing to realize 
how successful this pro-
ject has been: The jewelry 
is made by the Emmanuel 
Group in Uganda, who are 
in personal contact with 
the Brosch family. 50 families receive 
an income thanks to this project. In 
addition, just under 50,000 euros 
could be spent on projects run by 
EBM INTERNATIONAL. The renova-
tion and reactivation of the Women’s 
Shelter in Ndawo Yakho in Johan-
nesburg, South Africa was supported 
with over 10,000 euros. Training of 
women at the vocational school in 
Garoua, Cameroon was also sup-
ported, with over 5,000 euros. These 
are just a few examples showing the 
blessings brought about by this pro-
ject. If you are interested in selling 

PRAYING AND DONATING

Missionaries to Africa, overall
Financial need: € 140,000
Project number: MAG 41012

Projects in Malawi, overall
Financial need: € 35,000
Project number: MAG 52000

Information available at  
www.ebm-international.org
Donation account: EBM AFRICA:  
IBAN: DE89 5009 2100 0000 0333 16 
BIC: GENODE51BH2 
SKB Bad Homburg

Meeting with the Brosch couple in July 2016

After several children’s ministries, 
Afonso was an official co-worker of 
EBM INTERNATIONAL in Mozam-
bique since 2010, which was possi-
ble thanks to the support of many 
friends in Germany. Till the end of 
2014 he was a church-planter in 
Nampula and also encouraged the 
children in the PEPE projects of the 
church. After the amputation of his 
leg, he lived with his wife Beneditta 
and one daughter in Maputo, be-
cause the medical services there 
were better. Till his death, he was in-
volved as a pastor in the Maraquena 
Church, in the northern part of Ma-
puto. Despite his serious illness, 
Afonso set an example for many of 
how to seek God’s will and the call 
for one’s own life. Afonso is survived 
by his wife Beneditta and three 
adult children.

Pastor Christoph Haus

this jewelry, please simply turn to Ur-
sula Brosch (ursulabrosch@hotmail.
com). She has great ideas as to how 
you as a church can present the pro-
ject with stalls at city festivals or mar-
kets. – Besides supporting the Em-
manuel Group, 40 % of the proceeds 
automatically are transferred to EBM 
INTERNATIONAL via the Broschs. 
Helping can be so wonderful and – 
yet so simple.

Matthias Dichristin and  
Ursula Brosch
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Equatorial Guinea/Schools
The school “Talita Cum” is a social 
project run by the church in Evinay-
ong. It is wonderful to see how God 
is transforming the lives of some 
children.
Besides learning about Biblical val-
ues, the children are provided with 
meals, among other things.

Cameroon/Ndiki
Well trained pastors are key to valu-
able church ministries. And in Africa, 
they are counsellors in all kinds of is-
sues in their village at the same time. 
At Ndiki Bible School, in the south of 
Cameroon, they are trained in two dif-
ferent programmes of study.

Cameroon/Saare Tabitha
Saare Tabitha is a vocational centre 
for young women from 16 years of 
age and up. Every year, over 30 stu-
dents start a 2-3 years’ training course 
focusing on practical skills in tailoring; 
this course is supplemented by gen-
eral and job-oriented subjects.

In the following, you will find three excerpts from the current REPORTS by EBM 
INTERNATIONAL on Africa. Three times a year, we publish short stories and 
topical prayer requests from several projects in this format. You can access all 
the reports on our website at: http://www.ebm-ternational.org/reports.0.html

REPORT
EBM AFRICA REPORTS
EQUATORIAL GUINEA; CAMEROON

What do we pray for?

•  For the many small needs 
every single child at the 
school has

•  That the good news that 
God loves them will reach 
the children

•  For the health of students 
and teachers of the Bible 
School

•  For the life and learning 
in the campus community 
in Ndiki

•  That the school will be 
kept safe in these times of 
terror by the Boko Haram 
sect

•  For a good start of the 
graduates into their pro-
fessional future.

G.-W.-Lehmann-Str. 4 | 14641 Wustermark | T  033 234 74-142 | www.ebm-international.org 
SKB, Bad Homburg | IBAN: DE 89 5009 2100 0000 0333 16 | BIC: GENODE 51BH2



serve

•  have a strong interest in people and in development aid work
•  have good knowledge of foreign languages – depending on the country of assignment
•  have physical and mental fitness
•  enjoy working in a team
Volunteers aged 18 to 28 may be partly sponsored by the BMZ (German Federal Ministry for Eco-
nomic Cooperation and Development) within the “weltwärts“ Programme.

The volunteer programme of 

EBM INTERNATIONAL

serve by EBM INTERNATIONAL 
Gottfried-Wilhelm-Lehmann-Straße 4 

D-14641 Wustermark
info@ebm-international.de  
www.ebm-international.org  

www.hoffnung-international.de

Contact persons: Kathy Gareis phone +49 33234 74 143 | Carola Walter phone +49 33234 74 142

serve  
provides volunteer service to people who 

would like to volunteer for some months till up to one year: in 
churches, kindergartens, children’s homes, in children’s and youth ministries, in the 

field of EDP or in assisting medical work.

Application deadline: November 15 of the year preceding the assignment at: info@ebm-international.de

If you would like to share your life with others for a certain period of time, you should:


