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Dear reader,

But recognize today that the LORD your God is the one who will cross 

over ahead of you. (Deuteronomy 9:3a)

This verse was the heart of the bible studies at the conference of the Baptist 

Convention in Sierra Leone. The speakers encouraged everyone to trust God 

and to count on His presence. With His help we can overcome obstacles in our 

lives.

You’ll read of this hope on the following pages: God’s presence in this world 

makes all the difference. His coming down to this world motivates people 

today to walk toward their neighbors. Just like Hans Willem Oosterloo who 

you’ll read about in this magazine. An era comes to an end! 35 years of being 

a missionary in Sierra Leone. A missionary who came to stay, who came to be 

faithful to people in Sierra Leone throughout all crises. It’s an encouragement 

and a challenge for all of us.

Christoph Haus Carlos Waldow Matthias Dichristin

Christoph Haus

Carlos Waldow

Matthias Dichristin 

Cover: Aisha and 
Hans Willem Ooster-
loo / Sierra Leone
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Three Million Three Hundred and Sixty Seven Thousand Eight Hundred and Thirty Four Euros…

The Finances in the Year 2015

Turkish Baptist Convention

Helping Refugees Connects Churches

… 3.367.834 Euros in numbers, 
they are a reason to say thank you 
to churches and private donors. 
That’s how much we have received 
in donations in 2015. The year be-
fore it was 3.574.882 Euros. We’ve 
received a total of 4.162.033 Euros 
in 2015. With this money we were 
able to pay out almost all of our 
budgets. In some areas (e.g. The-
ological Seminary) we still had to 
cut the budget since we hadn’t re-
ceived sufficient ring-fenced dona-
tions. Since good stewardship and 
transparency are important to us, 
we held back on payments on one 
of our membership alliance due to 

incomplete accounting.
Our standard for our finances is our 
“Manual For Financial Transactions 
of EBM INTERNATIONAL”, which 
all 29 member countries agreed on. 
You can gladly request a copy of this 
document at the mission’s office. 
Also in 2015, we stayed clearly un-
der the fixed limit for administration 
expenses. EBM INTERNATIONAL is 
examined by the German Evangel-
ical Alliance according to the “Seal 
of Donation” who allow for adminis-
tration expenses to be up to 25%. In 
2015, our administration expenses 
were attested to be under 15%.
Our goal to build up a back-up 

which would last for 180 days hasn’t 
been reached yet. We’ve come as 
far as 165 days. But with a good bal-
ance of commercial accomplishment 
and spiritual vision for our mission 
projects in four continents we’d like 
to reach this financial goal in the 
next two years. Once our annual ac-
count is accepted by our missionary 
council (annual member meeting) 
at the end of April, you’ll be able to 
gladly request a copy.

Thank you for your donations, your 
prayers, and your encouragement.

Pastor Christoph Haus

There are four churches and two sta-
tionary churches as well as an Ira-
nian church that now belong to the 
Turkish Baptist Convention. These 
churches are in good contact with 
each other. In 2015, the youths of 
all these churches came together 
for a camp. In addition to this, in-
tensive menial work for Syrian and 
Iranian refugees also connects these 
churches. With donations from 
“German Baptist Aid”, EBM INTER-
NATIONAL, and the aid organiza-
tion “Help For Martyr Churches” 
lots of refugees were helped with 
food, medicine, fitments, and apart-
ments. European Baptist Aid (the 
aid organization of the European 
Baptist Federation) led a training in 
February for the four churches so 
helping the refugees could be even 
more efficient and lasting.

Helping the refugees has publicity 
value for the churches: represent-
atives of authorities and politicians 
are being invited to aid programs 

and the me-
dia reports 
about it. This 
is of help to 
the minority 
(there are only 
0.3% Christians 
in the Turkish 
population) to 
receive more 
recognition 
and protection. 
And still we 
keep on pray-
ing because 
Christians there 
are still being excluded and discrim-
inated against. We also ask for do-
nations for the work in the churches 
which can only rent buildings for 
meetings under aggravating con-
ditions. Only the church in Izmir 
has its “own” church whose main-
tenance exceeds the proportion of 
that church. Almost 300 people be-
long to those churches and the sta-
tionary churches which are being 

accompanied and supported by 
EBM INTERNATIONAL.

Pastor Christoph Haus

Refugees gladly accept the offered help
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Sierra Leone – Long Serving Missionaries Go into Retirement

Hans Willem and Aisha Oosterloo
In 1980, Hans Willem Oosterloo went to Si-
erra Leone as a volunteer. He quickly fell in 
love with the country and in 1982 he offi-
cially became a missionary of EBM INTER-
NATIONAL. Not only that: in Sierra Leone 
he also met his wife Aisha Oosterloo née 
Turray. In January 2016, after 35 years of 
ministry, this era has come to an end.

Hans Willem grew up in Limburg in the 
Netherlands and calls himself the “prodigal 
son”. After a turbulent youth in the hippy 
culture of the 1970’s, he came to know Je-
sus Christ and started asking intensely for 
God’s will in his life. He didn’t hesitate when 
he got the chance to go to Sierra Leone as 
a volunteer. Once in the country he started 
working as a teacher in Gbendembu with his 
long hair and beard which resembled well-
known Jesus pictures. That’s where he met 
Aisha. Aisha was the daughter of an imam, 
and Aisha had become a Christian. A friend-
ship between the two was initially very diffi-
cult due to Aisha’s family being against their 
relationship. In 1987 however, they got mar-
ried in Lunsar which was only made possi-
ble by the mediation work of the founders 
of the Baptist Convention of Sierra Leone 
(BCSL), Rev. Mans (father of Linda Koroma).

During his ministry, Hans Willem took over 
a lot of duties in the area of administration 
and coordination of projects. Especially in 
the years from 1987-1995, he contributed 
immensely to the structures of the BCSL, 
and the work in Sierra Leone flourished. For 
a long time he also worked as a treasurer 

of the BCSL, and from 1990 to 2015 he was 
the official representative of EBM in Sierra 
Leone. In the past two decades, both his 
wife and him have also been leading the 
mission station in Kingtom/Freetown.

Aisha was very much committed to the 
women’s outreach of the BCSL. Beyond 
that she also took care of the widows and 
women on the margins of society in Free-
town. Out of this passionate work the vi-
sion of a house for widows started which 
was built thanks to many donations from the 
Dutch church in Lunsar. The house for the 
widows was finished in January 2016.

Hans Willem and Aisha will spend their re-
tirement in their own home in Lunsar. There 
they also had a farewell ceremony at the 
conference of the BCSL in January 2016. It 
was an impressive event with guests from 
EBM INTERNATIONAL where the apprecia-
tion for the years of ministry and the hando-
ver of the house for the widows to the BCSL 
was marked. The Oosterloos were faithful 
and loyal to Sierra Leone and its people in 
the difficult years of the civil war and also 
in the recent Ebola crisis. We wish both of 
them wonderful and healthy years in their 
retirement and we are looking forward to a 
farewell celebration and the thanksgiving 
service during the missionary council in April 
2016 in Arnhem, Netherlands.

Hans Riphagen, Mission Director of the 
Netherland Baptist Convention

The house for the widows was finished in January 2016

Aisha and Hans Willem 
Oosterloo
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Sierra Leone – Mobilization of Churches and Villages

What Has God Given us in this Place?
In November 2015, the Baptist Convention 
of Sierra Leone (BCSL) in cooperation with 
the Baptists in the Netherlands as well as 
EBM INTERNATIONAL started a new pro-
ject in which 35 leaders were trained. This 
training teaches how to start and steer pro-
cesses in order to mobilize churches and vil-
lages together for a change (transformation 
of society). The trainings were done by the 
organization Tearfund who are the experts in 
this field. The idea for these trainings came 
directly from the leaders of the BCSL.

Where can local churches be more relevant 
than in their surrounding? And in what way 
can they build on their own resources in-
stead of furtherance from outside. This pro-
gram is aiming at discovering and promot-
ing local resources. With biblical values as 
its basis and with methodical tools a mutual 
vision is being developed for the village in a 
way that local needs can be addressed with 
personal possibilities. A pastor that has led 
bible studies says: “Instead of only through 

my sermons people now can discover bib-
lical truths on their own. Everyone can con-
tribute something to the common under-
standing, also kids and the elderly.” The 
Bible studies are the first step to content 
wise and methodically awaken awareness 
for the program.

Pastor Titus Kamara and Pastor Conteh were 
trained with this program in 2010 already 
and have made their own experiences with 
their churches. Pastor Paul Conteh tells the 
following story from his church:

“We were building our church when in one 
of our Bible studies we were talking about 
how to discover your own possibilities: 
“What has God given us in this place?” And 
so we started listing our possibilities, one 
by one. We discovered a professional ma-
son in our church who volunteered to over-
see the construction of the church and the 
production of the bricks. He did all of that 
without getting paid so we saved thousands 
of euros in fees. Through the training this 
quiet man had heard the call to invest him-
self into this church and he has done a great 
job. We were able to erect this building with 
his help and the help of other members of 
this church only – without any further sup-
port. After this experience in our church we 
are looking at our surroundings and are ask-
ing ourselves how we can collaborate with 
the local people especially in the fields of 
education and health. Our church has expe-
rienced a great importance in our surround-
ings with our own possibilities.”

Hans Riphagen, Mission Director of the 
Netherland Baptist Convention

Offering in the African service

Pastor Titus Kamara and Pastor Paul Conteh
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PRAYER AND DONATIONS

Theological Training Africa
Project ID: MAG 41400 Financial requirement: € 80 000

Schools in Africa
Project ID: MAG 41200 Financial requirement: € 70 000

Information: www.ebm-international.org
Donation account EBM AFRICA: IBAN: DE89 5009 2100 0000 0333 16, 
BIC: GENODE51BH2, SKB Bad Homburg

Malawi – Theological Seminary in Lilongwe

God Loves Everyone
“When we go back to Germany we are leav-
ing an entire world behind us.” This is what 
Sara said to one of our friends recently, and 
the longer I think about it the more I agree.

I ask myself for example if, when I’ll be 
driving on the highway in Germany, I’ll be 
missing following a truck full of goats and 
singing women wearing wrap skirts, or if I’ll 
be surprised when cars stop at red lights 
even without police men watching. There 
won’t be any pictures of Angela Merkel in 
golden frames in stores, or people getting 
worried an hour after losing electricity that 
their foods in the fridge might get rotten, or 
every dog is obligated to wear a microchip 
– all these things are unimaginable for our 
friends down here.
Since we’ve been here we’ve realized how 
empty the sidewalks in Germany are and 
that we as Germans are surprised if not even 
upset if someone knocks on our door be-

fore having called. Sara came to Malawi with 
an exchange program of the Theological 
School in Elstal with the Baptist Theological 
Seminary and I, as her newly wed husband, 
was allowed to accompany her. Through her 
classes and the close contact to the other 
students we would learn as much about our-
selves and our culture as about the local 
culture. Often we find our limits when we 
see how people are treated differently or 
are handling money differently than we are 
used to it. Especially Sara is confronted with 
getting less respect as a woman who hasn’t 
borne any children in comparison with male 
teachers. On the other hand it’s a great op-
portunity for her to find access to the few 
female students that we have here. Teaching 

methods like working in groups or presenta-
tions for the students (ages 25-50) are un-
familiar and sometimes lead to shy giggles 
or cluelessness at the same time though 
they bring forth unimagined talents and 
excitement. 
Despite all cultural differences we again and 
again observe how similar we are in our hu-
man needs and feelings and we are learning 
at the same time to be more merciful with 
ourselves and with others. It feels good to 
learn that God loves everyone despite their 
origin, education, and culture, and that He 
takes our desires and needs seriously.

Samuel Holmer

Sara and a few students

Sara and Samuel with their dog Heidi



Equatorial Guinea
The special thing about the church 
in Evinayong is the dedication. The 
church is filled with children and is re-
sponsible for the the big school pro-
ject „Talita Cum“ also supports three 
missionary stations: Asogabo, Movun, 
and Eboafang. In these places they 
have started new churches.

Cameroon
Finally the container from Germany 
has arrived, filled with technical tools. 
These tools were gathered from a 
lot of people and are for the classes 
taught at the Technical Highschool 
in Garoua. The training there will be 
even more practical now.

Central African Republic
The civil war has been lasting for 
three years now and has triggered 
streams of refugees. EBM INTER-
NATIONAL has made it possible for 
the Baptist churches that belong to 
the convention to go to the refugee 
camps and help with rice, oil and 
soap.

Here are three excerpts from the updated reports of EBM INTERNATIONAL 
in Africa. Three times a year there is an issue of short stories and current 
prayer requests from different projects. You can find all reports on the fol-
lowing link: www.ebm-international.org/reports.0.html

REPORT
REPORTS EBM AFRICA
EQUATORIAL GUINEA, CAMEROON, CENTRAL AFRICAN REPUBLIC

What are we praying for?

•  We desperately need 
more staff in the schools 
in Malabo and Evinay-
ong. We are asking God 
to call people that would 
like to be involved in this 
ministry.

•  For a three day evangeli-
sation in Asogabo/ Equa-
torial Guinea, for the main 
church in Evinayong, and 
for the possibility to build 
a new church in Movun.

•  For a blessed ministry of 
the alumni of the Bible 
School in Mokong/Cam-
eroon and for the new Bi-
ble School students.

•  For an end of the terrors 
of the Boko Haram cult.

•  For Roland Godom, 
leader of the Technical 
Center in Garoua/Came-
roon and for our mission-
ary Nathan Minard.

•  For an end of the restless-
ness in the Central African 
Republic, for reconcilia-
tion between the different 
religions, and for encour-
aging experiences among 
the churches.

G.-W.-Lehmann-Str. 4 | 14641 Wustermark | T  033 234 74-142 | www.ebm-international.org 
SKB, Bad Homburg | IBAN: DE 89 5009 2100 0000 0333 16 | BIC: GENODE 51BH2
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Report of our Missionary Daniel González from Cuba

On the Brink of Chaos

You are a blessing to us! The key-
word will always be THANK YOU 
when I’m telling you about the 
things that are happening in Cuba. 
It is of invaluable worth how God 
is using you to accompany us in 
this adventure of building His king-
dom. We are always in awe of how 
churches in Cuba are growing al-
though – or maybe because – the 
circumstances of our work as mis-
sionaries are so difficult.

As long as I can remember our 
country has been threatened by hur-
ricanes; harvests are destroyed and 
famines are the consequence. We’ve 
also been experiencing other hurri-
canes. The consequences of these 
however are not destructive for the 
church in Cuba. In 1. Corinthians 3:9 
Paul compares the church of God to 
a field. God’s agriculture has been 
happening in Cuba for the last half 
century under a constantly raging 
political and ideological hurricane. 
Since then this hurricane threatened 
to destroy the field but the result is 
quite different. In the past 25 years, 
God’s kingdom has been growing 
and has brought fruits 30 times, 60 
times, and 100 times.
Is it possible that social disasters 
and economical and political op-
pression are a positive influence on 
the church instead of a harmful one? 
Even in the ancient church in Jeru-
salem up until the church in China 

today we can see this phenomenon 
repeating itself.
Obviously it’s not comfortable to 
live under a raging hurricane. Not 
only due to the pressure and the 
dangers and the limits that are com-
ing from the outside, but there is 
also chaos and endangered stabil-
ity inside the church. It’s difficult to 
build church structures because of 
too much spontaneity and auton-
omy, sometimes even in an anarchi-
cal way. Everything is happening so 
quickly and coincidently. The pro-
cess of choosing, training, appoint-
ing, and confirming of leaders is not 
as structured as in other countries. 
In addition to this, there are a lot of 
leaders that we have invested in that 
are now leaving the country due to 
well-known reasons. Chaos is the 
term that describes our lives and our 
ministry perfectly. We are also ex-
periencing a type of isolation from 
the rest of the worldwide church on 
a certain level due to lack of struc-
tural, institutional, and theological 
points of contact. A certain degree 
of alienation is unavoidable. We are 
doing our best and the situation is 
equally chaotic and beneficial.

All these inadequacies are frustrat-
ing. As much as we are fighting it, 

we also had to learn to live with it. 
We prayed and God gave the same 
answer as He did to Paul: “My grace 
is sufficient for you, for my power is 
made perfect in weakness.” (2. Cor-
inthians 12:9)

If there weren’t any multiplications 
at the brink of the chaos or if I had 
to choose between chaotic growth 
or systematic preservation, I’d defi-
nitely choose chaotic growth though 
it shows my weakness but it also ac-
centuates God’s power.

Pray to God that in the midst of 
the closely upcoming changes of 
winds which have been predicted 
for our island we can still be brave 
and prefer growth even though sta-
bility and comfort are the attractive 
alternative.

Pastor Daniel González

Daniel and Ana Isabel González

A group of missionary couples
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EBM MASA Missionary Work in the Andes of Peru

God Writes His Story among the Quechua
Everything started about 30 years ago when a young and shy man called 
Adrián Campero from the High Andes of Peru came to Lima to pursue his 
luck. The Quechua man had alcohol problems, he was unemployed and sim-
ply at the lowest point in his life. There he heard God’s calling. He gave his 
life to God, studied theology, and from then on only had his people, the 
Quechua, on his heart.

Adrián Campero started the mis-
sionary work among the Quechua at 
zero. There were many challenges 
and difficulties to overcome. But his 
passion, his love, his willingness to 
do God’s will brought forth about 60 
churches and ministries up to today.

It is impressive to 
see how the gos-
pel has changed 
the lives of many 
Quechua com-
pletely. They used 
to grow mainly 
potatoes and bar-
ley as their staple 
which they could 
sell to big breweries. The monocul-
ture was not good for the soils. Al-
cohol often controlled the lives of 
the people. This would lead to more 
impoverishment, bad nutrition, 
breaking of the families, and missing 
perspectives on life.

But the more Quechua people 
gave their lives to Christ and turned 

their eyes on God, society started 
to change. People were trained 
by missionaries to grow different 
types of grain on small fields. One 
of them for example is Chia, a ‘new’ 
and most in demand type of grain 
in the whole world. From this time 

on there are more 
harvests, more va-
riety, better health, 
less alcohol con-
sumption, and less 
poverty. Family life 
has improved, new 
values define the 
interactions, and 
the Quechua have 
a hopeful perspec-

tive in life. It’s great to see how the 
gospel doesn’t only have a spiritual 
impact but also brings changes in 
society up to surrounding regions.

The missionary work among the 
Quechua is designed the Quechan 
way and is therefore very successful 
with them. There are about 50 Que-
chua pastors and missionaries at 

work. They are being trained and ac-
companied by Adrián Campero and 
his team. These missionaries encour-
age and strengthen the churches 
and they are helping them to fulfill 
the missionary command.

A strategic vision for the next ten 
years has been developed. An im-
portant part is to intensify the train-
ing for the pastor and the mission-
aries. It aims to be more systematic, 
more extensive, and more filled with 
content. For this to happen they 
need a “Quechua Baptist Work-
shop”, everything with “Quechua 
DNA”. The deadline for prepa-
rations and planning is the fall of 
2016. The trainings will be held in 
Abancay, Curahuasi, and Yanaoca. 
The goal is to have more and bet-
ter trained Quechua missionaries 
so they can bring the gospel to 50 
more villages and do more church 
planting in the next 10 years.

Pastor Carlos Waldow

Meeting of Quechua churches

Adrián Campero

“The mission to make Jesus 

Christ known among the 

Quechua people in the An-

des of Peru is the calling of 

my life.”

Adrián Campero
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Social Center in Mendoza, Argentina

Holistic Help for Families in Need
Miriam Pizzi, a social worker, writes to donors in Europe about her blessed 
work with children and their families. Those families are from slums in Men-
doza area and are participating in different programs in the social center. This 
offered help is appreciated and fruitful.

Dear brothers and sisters and 
friends in Europe,
We are happy and grateful to God 
for your support. It was surely a 
great effort from your side to collect 
all the donations. We are also grate-
ful for your prayers. They are sup-
porting our staff and contribute to 
the working of the Holy Spirit in the 
children of the families that are of-
ten marked by alcoholism, poverty, 
crime, and violence.

We are reaching children from very 
poor parts of town and are offer-
ing different programs to them and 
their families: PEPE preschool pro-
ject, daily distribution of food for 
250 people, distribution of clothes, 
health care, training for youth and 
women (mothers).
Our “happy hour” with the kids 
(“La Hora Feliz”) is mission minded, 
as well as the small groups with 
the youth and the Bible study with 
prayer.

We had the same focus when or-
ganizing the Christmas party. We 
didn’t just want to give the kids pre-
sents but also desired to tell them 
the wonderful news about the birth 
of Jesus. We had a meeting with 
the parents where the missionaries 
explained the parents’ responsibili-
ties and their need for Jesus and His 
leadership in their daily lives. Every-
one listened attentively and some 
even asked for Bibles and shared 
different prayer requests. Others 
now want to participate in regular 
Bible studies.

Every child got a beautiful and 
colorful devotional calendar with 
shiny pages. They were saying that 
these kinds of books look like “more 
expensive” which they’d never get 
from their parents. Of course they 
also got some sweets.

The PEPE-children together with the 
kids from “Hora Feliz” participated 

in the nativity play on Christmas. It 
was beautiful to be able to celebrate 
on the street. That way the whole 
neighborhood was reached who all 
came out to watch and to listen. So 
they heard the message and the 
meaning of Jesus Christ coming to 
this earth.

May the Lord bless you for all the 
good things you are doing for us.

Very warm regards from all our staff 
members,

Miriam Pizzi

PRAYER AND DONATIONS

Church planting in Cuba
Project ID: MAG 26550
Financial requirement: € 10 500

Social Center in Mendoza, Argentina
Project ID: MAG 21140
Financial requirement: € 16 000

Information:  
www.ebm-international.org
Donation account EBM MASA:
IBAN: DE62 5009 2100 0000 1339 06
BIC: GENODE 51BH2
SKB Bad Homburg

Christmas party on the street

PEPE child



Argentina
One of the MANNA kids, Anibal, is 
seven years old. His parents are drug 
addicts. They said: “We are so grate-
ful for the love you are giving our 
son.” – The circumstances of Anibal’s 
life though are only changing little by 
little. It will take time until the love 
of Christ will have changed his life 
completely.

Cuba
The church in La Perla realized that 
many kids would come to school 
without breakfast. Three times a week 
now, they are given food and a glass 
of warm milk with a Bible story told 
that is relatable to their daily life.

Brazil
The staff of the deaf project cele-
brated 10 years of CAIS with their 
kids, youths, and adults. The church 
in Ijuí organized a happy service of 
thanksgiving to appreciate especially 
the deaf. The kids made music in sign 
language.

REPORT
REPORTS EBM MASA
ARGENTINA, CUBA, BRAZIL

What are we praying for?

•  For the MANNA staff and 
the churches that are lov-
ingly taking care of the 
kids, and for the contacts 
to the families, for wis-
dom and love while inter-
acting with them.

•  For the families of the 
MANNA kids so they 
would know and accept 
God’s love.

•  For a change of life sit-
uations for the kids 
and youths in Cuba. It 
is marked by poverty, 
crime, drug dealing, and 
spiritualism.

•  For the youths who visit 
the kids of the families 
at their homes to teach 
them biblical lessons.

•  For the deaf: That they 
will have a chance to be 
acknowledged and inte-
grated in the community, 
and for the staff to pre-
pare the deaf for it well.

G.-W.-Lehmann-Str. 4 | 14641 Wustermark | T  033 234 74-142 | www.ebm-international.org 
SKB, Bad Homburg | IBAN: DE62 5009 2100 0000 1339 06 | BIC: GENODE 51BH2

Here are three excerpts from the updated reports of EBM INTERNATIONAL 
in Latin America. Three times a year there is an issue of short stories and 
current prayer requests from different projects. You can find all reports on 
the following link: www.ebm-international.org/reports.0.html
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The Five Preschools of BLESS

The ABC of the Banjara
In the hilly areas of the district of Telangana 
in India you will often find the tribe of the 
Banajara. Their lives are defined by hard 
farm labor. For this they also travel through 
the country. Unfortunately, the education of 
the children is therefore often neglected.

Our three preschools (Balwadis) in the 
southern parts of India want to help these 
kids to learn their ABCs. The farm workers 
can bring their kids (ages up to five) to one 
of our Balwadi where they get all day classes 
and care. They are learning the alphabet 
(in English as well as Telugu), numbers, and 
rhymes. They also get lunch, can take a 
nap in the afternoon, and still have enough 
time to play and romp around. Every three 
months they are checked by a doctor und 
receive additional vitamins when necessary. 
This way we can prevent malnutrition and 
malnourishment which are a big problem 
among the people of this tribe. The physical 
and spiritual health of these people is very 
important to us.

Each preschool has a group of 10 to 30 kids 
which is taught by one teacher. There is also 
a kitchen assistant who provides the kids 
with food and drinks as well as with hygienic 
matters. Once a year the teachers partici-
pate in a training in order to improve and 
broaden their abilities and their knowledge.

The absolute high light for the kids is always 
the Christmas picnic. There’s a huge dinner, 
there are games, and especially the present 
for each child. Most of the time the kids get 
nice clothing. The little kids get a good and 
solid basis for primary school when going to 
these preschools for a year or two.

Kamalakar Anand
Leader of BLESS*

* BLESS means:  
Burden & Love for Economically and Socially 
Suppressed 

Former Balwadi preschool student who is now a college student

Balwadi in Bhyllyanayak Thanda

Balwadi in Gogulagutta Thanda – the class room
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Christian Medical College in Ludhiana

Stories Written by Life
Four year old Rahul was brought by 
his mother to the Christian Medical 
College & hospital (CMC) in Lud-
hiana, a city in northern India. For 
15 days he endured heavy stomach 

cramps, a high fever, and constant 
diarrhea. He had been checked in a 
different hospital before this one but 
hadn’t been successfully treated. 
Rahul’s mom didn’t know what to 

do. So she brought 
him to us, helpless 
and desperate. Ra-
hul’s condition was 
critical. The diag-
nosis was a heavy 
gastro-intestinal in-
flammation caused 
by malnourishment. 
Due to the excellent 
medical care under 
the leadership of my 
colleague Dr. Gur-
meet Kaur though, 
his condition stabi-
lized. Now he is feel-
ing better.

Rahul has a very poor background. 
He lives with his mother, his grand-
mother, and his uncle in a small hut 
just outside the city, in the slum. 
The whole family is making money 
as „garbage dealers“ – earning 
less than 200 rupees a day which is 
equivalent to 2.50 EUR. They are liv-
ing on the poverty line and have not 
experienced help from the outside.

The Department of Social Welfare 
in our hospital offers financial sup-
port and counseling to patients from 
poor families. This way we were able 
to help Rahul and his family. We 
thank every donor who has contrib-
uted to this wonderful work.

Dr. Santhosh

Rahul and his family received help

India – With all your Senses

My First Trip to India
In January 2016, Pastor Christoph 
Haus, three other travelers, and I 
started our trip to India. The pur-
pose of this trip was our annual 
meeting with our 15 partner organi-
zations of EBM INTERNATIONAL in 
India and visiting many other EBM 
projects like the volunteer program.

We left Berlin at -11°C (~ 12°F) 
and arrived in the region Andhra at 
35°C (~ 95°F). Quick change from 
winter coat to t-shirt! I also had to 
quickly get used to the Indian food. 
Everything was spicy but luckily 
there was always rice and bread. 
Dessert was often a very sweet pas-
try, the very opposite of the main 
dish. The local fruits were a personal 
high light.

The first few days we spent in Got-
lam at „Bridge of Hope (BoH)“ 
where we celebrated the 25th an-
niversary of BoH with our leaders, 

staff, and kids with music, dancing, 
and a big feast. It was impressive to 
learn about how many staff mem-
bers have worked here over a pe-
riod of 10 years. The first project of 
BoH started with a church, follow-
ing a children’s home and a hospital 
specializing on eye surgery. Up un-
til today they’ve added a school for 
sewing and computers. With time, 
the site has grown due to the de-
mands. The founder Dr. Benjamin 
and his wife were blessed over the 
years and have passed on this min-
istry due to their age to the next 
generation.

The following conference with 15 
Indian partners of EBM INTERNA-
TIONAL was still emotionally re-
freshing although it was 35°C in the 
shade. It was exciting to hear which 
goals were achieved and what type 
of challenges had been mastered in 
the past year. >>

Necklace of fish



14

The following days we drove with 
our mini busses to the east side of 
India down to Chennai. The streets 
are filled with adventurous traffic. 
People just drive all over the avail-
able lines. Now I know why most of 
the busses didn’t have their exterior 
mirrors and why you can’t live with-
out a horn.

We visited social projects, hos-
pitals, children’s homes, sewing 
schools, preschools, feeding of the 
poor, eye clinics, a leper colony, pri-
mary schools, schools for IT, and 
churches. Often we were greeted 
with dancing, singing, necklaces of 
flowers, and fresh coconut water.

When feeding the poor at the „Milk 
And Egg Program“ of our partner 
organization ALMA, I realized that 
it’s not about a short term plan to al-
leviate the needs but even more so 
to gain the trust of the local church 
so they understand that through this 
program and others their children 
are offered a chance to a different 
and better future.

I was changed by this trip. I was a 
guest to people who themselves are 
unimaginably poor and still radiate 
such deep warmth and who take it 
as an immense joy to make me pre-
sents. I was deeply moved a lot of 
times.

One of these moments was in a vil-
lage where they gave us necklaces 
of flowers. These were not made of 
bought flowers but of the ones that 
were available in this village. This 
way I had a necklace that smelled 
strongly like dried fish. It was a chal-
lenge for my nose but these people 
were so warm and made me feel so 
welcome – that was the most impor-
tant thing!

Throughout the duration of our trip 
we got to meet many churches and 
families that are dedicated to fight-
ing poverty. I’m humbled by the 
power and love of so many pastors 
and church members who are en-
gaged in those projects and they 
make me question my own dedica-
tion in my personal life.

Despite great poverty and very sim-
ple ways of living I’ve seen many 
laughing faces and brightly and 
colorfully dressed people. Seeing, 
feeling, smelling, tasting, special 
landscape, and personal contacts – 
I will be carrying these impressions 
with me for a while. I’ve returned 
with a grateful and humble heart.

Kathy Gareis
Coordinator of the volunteer pro-
gram of EBM INTERNATIONAL

PRAYER AND DONATIONS

BLESS – Support of five preschools  
in Madhapur
Project ID: MAG 81202
Financial requirement: € 10 000

CMC Ludhiana – Department of 
Social Welfare
Project ID: MAG 81902
Financial requirement: € 20 000

Information:  
www.ebm-international.org
Donation account EBM INDIA:
IBAN: DE68 5009 2100 0000 3436 09
BIC: GENODE 51BH2
SKB Bad Homburg

ALMA’s “Milk and Egg” program Children of Bridge of Hope

Woman by the hospital



Salur
In our children’s home there are 60 
Adivasi boys that have experienced 
child labor, violence, and poverty who 
have now found a loving home. Reg-
ular meals as well as portable water 
are a given to us – not for these kids 
though. They enjoy the daily meals in 
fellowship.

East Godavari District
Through the Milk and Egg program 
we are able to feed about 200 kids 
and six pregnant women twice a week 
with milk and eggs. Thus they receive 
enough protein and nourishment that 
is important for their development or 
the production of mother’s milk.

Nellore
A relatively small cataract operation 
can have an amazing affect in the 
lives of many poor and penniless peo-
ple that have almost gone blind by 
the cataract. There are checks in the 
eye camps, and for the surgeries the 
patients are brought to the basis hos-
pital. Then they are able to see again.

REPORT
REPORTS INDIA
SALUR, EAST GODAVARI DISTRICT, NELLORE

Wofür beten wir?

•  Für die 60 Kinder, die im 
Kinderheim Salur ein Zu-
hause gefunden haben.

•  Für die Mitarbeiter im 
Kinderheim Salur, die sich 
täglich für das Wohl der 
Kinder einsetzen.

•  Für die vielen Kinder und 
Mütter, die durch das 
Milch- und Ei-Programm 
im East Godavari Distrikt 
mit dem Nötigsten ver-
sorgt werden können.

•  Für Dr. Voola, Leiter 
von NPBSS, und sein 
Ärzteteam.

•  Für die vielen Menschen 
in Not, die durch kosten-
lose Augen-OPs wieder 
sehen können.

G.-W.-Lehmann-Str. 4 | 14641 Wustermark | T  033 234 74-142 | www.ebm-international.org 
SKB, Bad Homburg | IBAN: DE68 5009 2100 0000 3436 09 | BIC: GENODE 51BH2

Here are three excerpts from the updated reports of EBM INTERNATIONAL 
in India. Three times a year there is an issue of short stories and current 
prayer requests from different projects. You can find all reports on the fol-
lowing link: www.ebm-international.org/reports.0.html



www.ebm-international.org

Reports – 
Current info and prayer requests for projects that need support 

Always Up to Date With Facebook

In some of our inside pages of this magazine 
you’ll get an idea of our reports. At the mo-
ment this information is from over 20 differ-
ent projects in Africa, Latin America, and India 
which we publish three times a year. Beside 
small stories there are always updated prayer 

requests from different 
work areas. We collect 
the prayer requests in the 
prayer info and would love 
to send these out to any-
one who is interested. You 
can also find the reports 
on our internet page on 
the following link: http://
www.ebm-international.
org/reports.0.html

They are also suitable as ads for church 
letters or other publications. Gladly we’ll 
send you the letter in a jpg file upon 
request.

It’s simple to stay updated with face-
book – just like us on facebook and 
you’ll get all the news automatically.


