
www.ebm-international.org

3/2014

MAGAZIN



2

Dear reader,

“The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy!” – 

Psalm 126:3

Christmas is on the doorstep, and it is with great joy that we recall Jesus’ com-

ing into our world. The salvation God promised to mankind has become a 

reality: forgiveness of sins, reconciliation with God and men, new life bringing 

about hope and new perspectives. Joyfully, we can take this message to the 

world: “The LORD has done great things for us, and we are filled with joy!”

Thanking the Lord, we are looking back on another year when thousands of 

people in deep distress got very practical help through the various mission 

projects in EBM INTERNATIONAL’s 27 countries. There was sharing of God’s 

love, and the Gospel was shared in word and deed. With this in mind, we 

would like to say a heart-felt thankyou to all those who support this mission 

work by their prayers and donations. Be inspired by the testimonials from the 

mission fields, and rejoice with us!

Sincerely yours,

Christoph Haus Carlos Waldow Matthias Dichristin
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EBM INTERNATIONAL
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EBM AFRICA
Spar- und Kreditbank EFG, Bad Homburg
Account No. 33 316, BLZ 500 921 00
IBAN: DE89 5009 2100 0000 0333 16
BIC: GENODE51BH2

EBM MASA (Latin America)
Spar- und Kreditbank EFG, Bad Homburg
Account No. 133 906, BLZ 500 921 00
IBAN: DE62 5009 2100 0000 1339 06
BIC: GENODE51BH2

EBM INDIA
Spar- und Kreditbank EFG, Bad Homburg
Account No. 343 609, BLZ 500 921 00
IBAN: DE68 5009 2100 0000 3436 09
BIC: GENODE51BH2

Austria:
Bund der Baptisten gemeinden
Bank Austria
Account No. 00 653 165 100, BLZ 20 151

Switzerland:
EBM-Schweizer Zweig, Postscheckamt Zürich
Account No. 80-234-7

Please specify the purpose for your donation. 
End-of-year donation receipts are sent out 
automatically. This is why we always ask for 
your full name and address and – if known – 
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more donations than needed for any specific 
project, the excess money will be used for 
a similar project. One-off receipts are avail-
able on request only. Thank you for your 
understanding.
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EBM INTERNATIONAL

Advent – Jesus is arriving

Türkey

Baptism near Tarsus

This is the prayer we share with many peo-
ple in this world: that Jesus might prove 
himself to be the one who saves, who rec-
onciles and who is the Son of God. There 
are the Syrian refugees in Turkey and in Leb-
anon who fled from the terror wrought by 
ISIS – many of them Christians. Then, there 
are the thousands of Nigerian refugees who 
have fled to North Cameroon from the ter-
ror spread by the Boko Haram sect. And 
there are thousands of peasants in the High-
lands of Peru who lost their whole crop and, 
above all, their seeds for the coming year, 
due to a far too heavy onset of winter. There 
are thousands of coastal dwellers in South-
east India who lost their houses, boats, fish-
ing nets and all their belongings due to the 
cyclone in October. And, last but not least, 
there are the people in West Africa who are 
afflicted by the Ebola epidemic.
They all need Jesus to come into their 
every-day lives. And we may partner with 
these people by praying with and for them 
and by sharing what we have got.
Yes, this is another way we can take Jesus to 

the people, to the world – by sharing and by 
giving away.
Jesus says: “For I was hungry and you gave 
me something to eat, I was thirsty and 
you gave me something to drink, I was a 
stranger and you invited me in, I needed 
clothes and you clothed me…Truly I tell 
you, whatever you did for one of the least of 
these brothers and sisters of mine, you did 
for me.” (Matthew 25: 35.40)
We, the team of EBM INTERNATIONAL, 
wish to all our friends, supporters and 
prayer partners that Jesus will be very close 
to them in this Advent Season. And at the 
same time, we would like to invite you to in-
troduce Jesus to other people. Let us pray 
together for the people in this world – those 
who have no hope or who are refugees, who 
do not have anything. And let us share with 
them what God has entrusted to us.
Thus, Advent will be what it is meant to be. 
Thus, Jesus will be arriving – in our lives and 
in those of the people on this earth.

Christoph Haus

It is Sunday, October 26, 2014. A van is 
waiting for the members of the small Baptist 
Church in Adana, southeastern Turkey. It will 
take them to the Mediterranean shore, at 50 
km from there. Adana has about 2.5 million 
inhabitants and a small Baptist church of 20 
members. Today is a “Baptism Sunday”. The 
ceremony is to take place near Tarsus on the 
Mediterranean. Yet, on the stretch of the 
beach Pastor Sukru has chosen for the cer-
emony, a motocross event is taking place. 
Looking for another place, we find another 
beautiful site. The church members and the 
baptizees, all clad in white, gather right on 
the beach for an open-air worship. Time and 
again, passers-by stop to watch, for in this 
country with its 99.6 per cent Muslim pop-
ulation, a Christian baptism is something 
quite unusual. After the sermon, the five 
Turkish baptizees, aged from 17 to 52, give 

their testimonials. And then Pastor Sukru 
baptizes them, with the small congregation 
applauding after each baptism.
As the baptizees are being blessed, the par-
ticular prayer request is for them to with-
stand the pressure from their families and 
colleagues at work. For here, new converts 
still meet with hostility and are ostracized. 
Then, the barbecues and the samovars are 
unpacked, as well as the bread, salads and 
meat, and a great picnic with the whole con-
gregation attending makes this baptism fes-
tivity perfect. Today, the small congregation 
has grown by 20 %: from 20 to 25 members. 
And the Church is joyful, because people 
in Germany and in Europe have prayed for 
them!

Christoph Haus
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Mission work in Cuba

Witnessing God do the seemingly impossible!

And it goes on and on and on: Many new 
churches arise in Cuba. Brothers and sis-
ters accept their call from God and dedicate 
themselves to the vision He has given them. 
The following story, told by our missionary 
Daniel Gonzalez, is exemplary.

It was in 2003 when a young couple, Olga 
and Jacinto, came to believe in Jesus. Ja-
cinto had not been able to father any chil-
dren; thus, it was a miracle when God an-
swered our prayers and Olga gave birth to 
a healthy boy in November 2004, whom 
they called Jacintico. – On September 26, 
2005, – my memory is as fresh as if it had 
just happened – I got a call from the hospi-
tal; they asked me to come without delay 
saying that Olga had become insane. And I 
could understand, for just before the child’s 
fi rst birthday, he had been given the wrong 
medicine at the hospital – which would 
immediately bring about death, with no 
chance whatsoever of preventing it.
Some ten minutes after the call, I held Ja-
cintico’s limp body in my arms, with Olga 
at my side imploring me to pray for God to 
give life back to Jacintico. Those days count 
among the most diffi cult in my ministry.
The trauma was so heavy that Olga retained 
severe mental injuries. Yet the couple never 
lost their faith in God, nor were they bitter 
against Him. God has lifted them up again 
and strengthened them. A short time later, 
the miracle happened again, and Olga gave 
birth to a beautiful girl, whom they called 
Jacielis. Yet there was another miracle, just 
as marvellous: Yamilet, the nurse who was 
responsible for Jacintico’s death, surren-
dered her life to Jesus while in prison. It was 
a day full of emotions when that nurse was 
baptized in the church at Nueva Gerona 
with Olga approaching and hugging her, to 
show she 

forgave her who was now her sister in Christ.
For two years, Olga and Jacinto have lived 
in a district of Havana where there is no 
church. They have attended our church in 
Santos Suárez and told me: “Since Christ 
entered our lives, our house has become a 
place where others can fi nd Him, too. We 
would like a church to arise here, too, in our 
house in Havana.” So a Bible Club for chil-
dren was founded there by volunteer Steph-
anie Waldow and my wife Ana Isabel, which 
grew rapidly. Every Friday, they went to Abel 
Santamaría. Through the work with the chil-
dren, we soon also reached the parents, and 
today, about 70 brothers and sisters gather 
there. The date has now been fi xed: On 
February 14, 2015, a church will be founded 
here. And, needless to say, the church build-
ing has been erected on Jacinto’s and Ol-
ga’s land.

I could tell further great experiences of how 
God has touched the lives of many people 
through the ministry of this believing cou-
ple. To me, they are an inspiration when 
I think about how important it is to adore 
God in any circumstances and to serve Him 
with everything we have.

Daniel Gonzalez

Jacinto and Olga with Jacielis

Church building in Abel Santamaría, Havana



5

Mission work in Patagonia, Argentina

Rejoicing at the victory of the Gospel

Since 2002, EBM MASA has supported the 
mission work in Patagonia, in the south 
of Argentina. Here, you find nothing but 
steppes, lakes and mountains – for kilom-
eters, as far as the eye can see. The area is 
sparsely populated; the small villages here 
are home to the original inhabitants, the 
Mapuches. Pedro and Noemí Boretsky have 
been leading our mission work in the city 
of Esquel. Within a radius of 400 km, they 
have also launched mission projects in the 
villages of Epuyen, Cholila, Gan Gan, Gual-
jaina and Gobernador Costa. Today, some 
missionaries are already at work here, either 
living in the small villages or going there at 
the weekend to share the gospel.

In late October, we visited these projects 
with an EBM MASA team to meet the mis-
sionaries and to share
about their ministries, their challenges and 
their joys, and also to encourage them. The 
Mapuches’ lives are dominated by violence, 
alcoholism and occultism. Job opportuni-
ties are limited, and they lack prospects and 
hope. They have hardly had any education 
and live a very simple life. Moreover, the 
people in these villages are very reserved, 
as because of corruption they do not know 
whom they can trust. These circumstances 
hamper the missionaries’ work. In spite of all 
this, they are passionate in their ministry and 
commit themselves to these people and 
their needs with love. In recent years, some 
small groups have formed where ten to 30 
people regularly meet. In Gan Gan, another 
baptism is scheduled. We noticed how their 
faith has completely transformed the lives of 

the three baptizes and given hope to their 
marriages and families, and this is unbeliev-
ably moving and fills us with joy.

Luciano Diaz, a Mapuche man, is an exam-
ple of God’s being at work and transforming 
people. His faith is very simple but authen-
tic. Luciano and his family had to go though 
many difficulties and fight some spiritual 
battles. With God’s help, he has overcome 
them, and they have but strengthened his 
faith. The people in Cholila know one Lu-
ciano before and one after his decision for 
Christ. The deep change in his life cannot 
be overlooked. He and his wife Alicia have 
become the pillars of the mission work in 
Cholila.
Luciano has a deep concern for the peo-
ple in his village and wants to help them 
in their various needs. Thus, he is involved 
also in various hands-on activities. His fo-
cus is on sharing God’s love with the people 
around him. He would like to do a lot more 
but has to realize again and again that his 
possibilities are limited. Luciano is a faithful 
and trustworthy Christian and a positive role 
model for those around him and the people 
who know him. We see in him and Alicia the 
future leaders of the mission work in Cholila.

Antonina Penner und Carlos Waldow

Pedro and Noemi 
Boretsky with the mis-
sionary team in 
Patagonia

Luciano with the Boretskys
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Children in Brazil

Chances for those who don’t have any

In Latin America, there are millions of them: 
family disasters when children are the vic-
tims. There are the mothers who don’t have 
the strength they need for their children, 
parents who for some reason disappear 
or are unable to raise their children. Chil-
dren are pushed around or are completely 
left to themselves. Trafficking, crime, sexual 
abuse – these are the biggest risks for these 
children.

How can we help? EBM MASA supports 
children’s homes, social centres and other 
child development projects. These are al-
ways run in cooperation with the local 
churches, with full-time as well as honorary 
staff. Some of these poor and vulnerable 
children find protection and a home in our 
children’s homes. They all need support to 
heal severe deficits; without any help they 
would have no chances. They are cared for 
mentally and medically. Their families re-
ceive help from social workers. All of this 
is very cost-intensive but indispensable. 
We try to give the children everything they 
need for their development, including their 
emotional and spiritual development. This 
also means inviting them to believe in God 
and the Gospel. The most important thing 
is to convey to them, time and again, that 
they are loved and accepted. Some chil-
dren manage to break the vicious circle set 
up by their families of origin. They come 
to trust Jesus, are baptized, get vocational 
training and found healthy families of their 
own, as did the writer of the following story, 
now aged 43, who used to live in one of our 
homes:

“When my father died, I was taken to the 
Liebich family, the founders of the children’s 
home in Ijuí, at the age of three. My mother, 
who was ill, could not care for me nor my 
sisters, and she died shortly after. The chil-
dren’s home became home to us. Here, we 
were cared for with love and found com-
fort. During summer Bible School, I came to 
believe in Jesus and got baptized. At age 
15, I left the Home at my own request, be-

cause I already had a job. In the daytime I 
went to work, in the evenings I attended a 
vocational high school. After graduation, I 
studied law. I graduated in 1997 and since 
then, I have worked as a lawyer in Ijuí, where 
I also live. My wife is a dentist, and we have 
three healthy children. I am very thankful to 
God for my life and for all the help I have 
received.”
Vanderlei Marques de Ávila

Vanderlei works as a lawyer and pleads the 
cases of the Ijuí Children’s Home in court. 
What a wonderful turn of events! We are 
very thankful to the Lord for making such bi-
ographies possible.

You may contribute to giving children a new 
chance in life by sponsoring one of them or 
by supporting our children’s homes and so-
cial projects directly.

Carlos Waldow

Home parents and the director of the Ijuí Children’s Home Lawyer Vanderlei with his family



7

Mission work in Ijuí, Brazil

A new face in the Mission Church

Carlos Waldow (CW): How come you are 
taking on this new task?
Airton Nickel (AN): We were really thriving 
in our church work in the Baptist Church in 
Carazinho, in southern Brazil. But after a 
good nine years as pastors, we asked God 
where he wanted us to be next. Then, there 
was a request from the Mission Depart-
ment of the Pioneira (Brazilian Baptist Un-
ion) asking whether we would be ready to 
take on the mission work in Ijuí. After many 
prayers and talks, God made it clear to us 
that this was now going to be our ministry. 
In our hearts, there is a deep love for mis-
sion work.

CW: What is your vision for the 
church-planting work in Ijuí?
AN: We want to invest a great deal in train-
ing staff and to work towards achieving the 
church’s autonomy. Further priorities are the 
spiritual strengthening and guidance of the 
church members and the staff working at 
the Children’s Home and the Social Centre. 
To us, it is important to reach out to many 
people with the gospel, so that this will be a 
healthy and growing church..

CW: Which challenges do you see in this 
mission project at present?
AN: We see the great misery of many peo-
ple in this area and a deep spiritual poverty, 

also in the families of the children attend-
ing the Social Centre. These families need 
the gospel and practical help. Another chal-
lenge is the lack of well-trained leaders. This 
is why we want to train church workers and 
motivate them to be passionately commit-
ted to the mission work.

CW: What about your heart – are you moti-
vated for this work?
AN: We are convinced that the Mission is 
God’s and that He will be leading us. It is 
He who moves people’s hearts through His 
spirit. This is why we are very 
confi dent and motivated 
to tackle this work with 
joy, power and love.

PRAYING AND DONATING

Children in Latin America
Project Number: MAG 11880
Financial need: € 629 000

Missionaries in Cuba
Project Number: MAG 26980
Financial need: € 14 500

Information available at: 
www.ebm-international.org
Donation account EBM MASA: 
IBAN: DE62 5009 2100 0000 1339 06
BIC: GENODE 51BH2, 
SKB Bad Homburg

In Ijuí, a new mission church has been founded next to the Children’s Home and the Social 
Centre. This church is the spiritual home to the children and staff. From here, the Gospel is 
also taken to the surrounding slums. Now, this church has a new missionary couple: Pastor 
Airton Nickel and his wife, Gerli. Airton is also the EBM Regional Representative for Brazil. 
Carlos Waldow led the following interview:

2AR: 2 People Travelling on behalf of Children

Mirko and Claudia Nagler will be travelling for some more time, heading 
for Latin America. The focus of their tour is on support for EBM MASA’s 
children projects. They are collecting money and asking for prayer 
support. You may fi nd more information on their website: 
www.2AR.eu

Airton and Gerli Nickel
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EBM INDIA

Damdei Baptist Church – exciting and motivating

It is Saturday afternoon, 13 Sep-
tember 2014. On a venturesome 
bamboo scaffold around the nearly 
finished chapel of Damdei Bap-
tist Church in Manipur (Northeast 
India), some construction workers 
are still doing plaster work. Inside, 
in a rough and ready way, the con-
crete floor which has dried just in 
time is being covered with some 
pieces of cloth, and at the entrance, 
the doors are being installed. For 
everything should look a bit nice, 
since tomorrow, the chapel is to be 
inaugurated with a festive service. 
Pastor Vumthang Sitlhou founded 
this church eight years ago, with 
25 members. Today, there are 200 
members. All over these years, they 
have gathered in the classroom of 
a school, and for three years, they 
have been building the chapel. Be-
sides the labour they contributed 
themselves, they also raised the ma-
jor part of the total cost of 60,000 
euro. EBM contributed 12,500 euro 
for the roof.
The church also runs a children’s 
home. Most of the children are vic-
tims to the conflict between two 
tribes, the Kookies and the Nagas, 
who fought each other for many 
years, a conflict which claimed over 
300 lives. Thank God, for quite 
some years, the situation has been 
calmer. Yet the children whose 

parents died or fled to Myanmar be-
cause of the conflict are still there.

At first, Pastor Vumthang and his 
wife had taken in some of these chil-
dren; at some time, they had the vi-
sion that a good home was needed 
for many more children than he 
could take in. This vision was shared 
by his church. At walking distance 
from the church, there is now a chil-
dren’s home, which accommodates 
50 children aged between three 
and eighteen. It is among the best-
run children’s homes EBM supports 
in India. It has a large garden with 
vegetables, fruit and a rice paddy. 
In addition, the church and the 
children’s home have pigs, ducks, 
geese, chickens, and they have a 
fish pond. The children learn how to 
grow fruit and vegetables, and they 
are taught small animal husbandry. 
So, they get outstandingly well bal-
anced food. Also, they are taken 
care of and supported during study 
time by voluntary church members. 
All the children are among the best 
in their respective classes. And they 
are well integrated in the church, 
which is their spiritual home. Pas-
tor Vumthang does not put any 

pressure on the children. But he is 
happy about every youngster from 
the children’s home who gets bap-
tized. This year, he has already bap-
tized three young people from his 
children’s home.
This is a growing church with a clear 
vision which has become an as-
signment and which is becoming 
a reality. Who would not wish for 
such conditions here in Germany or 
Europe?

Pastor Vumthang has expressed his 
wish for churches in Germany to 
pray for him, for his church and for 
the children. And he has promised 
that he and his church will pray for 
the churches in Germany. We should 
indeed do this: pray for Damdei 
Baptist Church, for the 50 children 
and their future. And we might bear 
in mind that a gift for this children’s 
home means investing in the future 
of God’s Kingdom in Northeast In-
dia. EBM needs these gifts in order 
to meet our financial commitments. 
We’d like to ask you to pray and to 
give.

Christoph Haus

The new building of the Damdei Church

Damdei Children’s Home
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Sewing School in Uppada

Women becoming empowered

At the sewing school in Uppada, young 
women can learn sewing. The training lasts 
ten months; it is geared towards practical 
work and equips young women to contrib-
ute to the family’s income, full-time or part-
time, after their training. When leaving the 
school, the women do not get their diploma 
only but they also get a sewing machine, to-
wards whose costs they pay 25%.

The women are taught to make patterns, 
and they make various models of clothing, 
such as saris, blouses, children’s clothes, etc. 
Before the lessons, there is a short devotion 
of about 30 minutes.

Currently, 32 young women are employed 
by the sewing schools with each of them 
teaching two units. Most of these women 
are non-believers.

As the classes are held in the church, the 
women inevitably witness the local church 
life. Thus, they not only get access to sew-
ing and dress making but also to the gos-
pel. Many of them have already become 
Christians.

The project is very successful. Our big aim it 
to expand the sewing school. For after com-
pleting their training and getting a sewing 
machine, many women can make a living on 
their own and be a role-model to others in 
living a self-supported life.

We are very grateful to God for this wonder-
ful work and would also like to thank EBM 
INDIA and all the donors for their precious 
support.

Rev. S. D. Prasanna Kumar

Young women learning to make dresses
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The Nellore Baptist Field Association (NPBSS) says thank you

Projects giving hope

Thanks to the sacred and divine partnership 
with EBM INTERNATIONAL, and previously 
with Hans-Herter-INDIENHILFE, our various 
projects have become beacons of hope and 
encouragement for the poor:
1. The “Angel Children’s Home”
2. The Mobile Eye services
3. Sewing Centres
4. Care after cure of leprosy patients.

NPBSS continues the ethos of Christian 
compassion and love that its founder, Dr. La-
litha Kumari Voola, engrained in its healing, 
preaching and teaching ministries.

Angel Children’s Home
The Children’s Home takes in orphans, 
half-orphans and children from poor fami-
lies. It provides a sanctuary where they can 
live, sleep, play, and get balanced food, 
and here, they can experience Christ’s love. 
Good education enables them to become 
responsible citizens. Presently we have 44 
children from very different backgrounds, 
and we hope to increase their number. They 
are cared for by 5 staff members. We have 
recently started a “watering trees” pro-
gramme, and the children have taken an 
oath to plant and water the trees in order to 
protect the environment.

It’s a great joy for us to share the amazing 
stories of the boys in our Home:

Kranthi (10) is a Hindu boy in 6th grade at 
a local school. He is a very bright student, 
and this year he has been admitted to high 
school. Taking into account his dismal expe-
riences in the past, his academic achieve-
ments are astonishing. Kranthi’s father was 
a chronic alcoholic; one day he quarreled 
with Kranthi’s mother, left home and two 
days later, he was found dead. The mother, 
depending on her daily wages, could not 
support Kranthi and his elder sister. A local 
pastor arranged for Kranthi to be admitted 
to the “Angel Children’s Home”. On his own 
initiative, Kranthi has now started helping 
weaker students to do their homework. Our 
home is providing Kranthi a healthy Chris-
tian atmosphere. He wishes to complete his 
10th class and then to go on studying.
Our “senior” Christian boy, Jonathan (14), is 
a half-orphan. His mother died from cancer, 
and Jonathan’s father re-married in the same 
year. Jonathan and his elder sister were ill-
treated by their step mother, as a result of 
which Jonathan was admitted to the “Angel 
Children’s Home”.
Though Jonathan was very mischievous 
when he came here, he is now growing up 

On his own initiative, 
Kranthi helps weaker 
students with their 
homework.
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PRAYING AND DONATING

Bridge of Hope –  
Sewing Centre in Uppada
Project Number:  MAG 81304
Financial need: € 2 500

NPBSS Projects in Nellore
Project Number:  MAG 81500
Financial need: € 24 500

Information available at:  
www.ebm-international.org
Donation account EBM INDIA:  
IBAN DE68 50092100 0000343609
BIC GENODE51BH2, SKB Bad Homburg

to be a responsible boy, leading, for exam-
ple, devotions.

Mobile Eye Services
This is a baby of “Hans-Herter-INDIEN-
HILFE”, which was launched in 1992. It was 
initially administered by the Baptist Hospi-
tal; since 2003, it has been administered by 
NPBSS. Thanks to this wonderful ministry, 
thousands of vulnerable Indians have had 
their eye sight restored. We target the cur-
able blind people, who mostly live in rural 
areas and are elderly. In the eye camps we 
organize, screenings detect cataract blind 
people; the aim is to provide eyesight by 
performing surgeries. In 2013, 36 camps 
were conducted, 2960 patients screened, 
944 selected for surgery and 722 IOLs were 
implanted.

Sewing centres in six villages
The main purpose of these centres is to em-
power women by training them in sewing, 
which allows them to have a greater impact 
in their society. Further, it allows them to 
come together for fellowship. There are 6 
centres, with 15 students and one teacher at 
each centre, training 90 students altogether. 
At the end of the one-year course, we pro-
vide one sewing machine to every student 
at a subsidized price, which allows them to 
continue to be productive at home and in 
their community.

Care after cure of leprosy patients
This is a former leprosy colony which in-
cludes over 110 families. Most of these 
people have been healed from the disease 
of leprosy but live with the consequences, 
i.e. deformities as well as other medical 
problems.
Our purpose is to provide medication, vi-
tamins, etc. that are vital to the leprosy pa-
tients and help them in their other medical 
emergencies. Our teams visit them monthly 
or sometimes more often in order to care for 
them both physically and spiritually.

On behalf of the many people who benefit 
from these projects and the support of the 
European Baptist Mission, we would like to 
say:
Thank you – God bless you!

Dr. D. Voola, director of NPBSS

Jonathan, a half-orphan, praying with the other children
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Cameroon

Salt and light against hatred and violence

In late March, we had left Maroua as 
a family in order to go back to Ger-
many. Six months on, I have again 
landed at Maroua Airport. A lot of 
things have changed during these 
last months. The Nigerian terror 
group Boko Haram has extended 
its activities to Cameroon. Nearly 
all organizations have withdrawn 

their European staff because there 
were kidnappings. During the week 
preceding my trip, two churches 
were burnt down in the border area, 
and the hospital of a church linked 
to the Baptists was evacuated. 
The Cameroonian army success-
fully staves off the attacks but can 
achieve only little against the group 
itself, which operates from Nigeria.

Wherever you go, you may sense 
the impact the precarious situation 
has on the people. There is hardly 
any conversation that does not 

mention the current threat, express-
ing incomprehension at the violent 
acts committed by the sect.

Around Mokong, where the Bible 
School is located, there has been no 
disturbance so far, so I could con-
tinue with my leadership training as 
planned. With eighteen students 
and ten pastors, we worked through 
the workbook “From injuries of the 
soul to blessings for the family”. 
These were exciting days as we dis-
cussed violence and abuse in the 
context of marriage and family – as 
a whole group or in small groups, 
and as we searched for possibilities 
to overcome them. There was very 
personal and intense sharing on 
quite basic issues, such as: How can 
we express appreciation in the fam-
ily? Where does violence start, and 
how can we avoid it? How can we 
spot sexual abuse within the fam-
ily, and what can we do about it? 
These issues have a great deal to 
do with culture and one’s image of 
man. I am glad that we have known 
one another for quite some time 
and that we have developed trust, 
so that we could talk also about del-
icate issues like these. Incidentally, 
the training has been conceived for 
the participants on the one hand 
to seek answers from the Bible to-
gether and on the other hand to 
contribute their individual experi-
ences and ideas. So my part was pri-
marily to facilitate rather than to of-
fer solutions.

Before the training ended, every 
participant prepared a work plan 
describing how he was going to im-
plement, in the months to come, 
what he had learned. Many will start 
overcoming violence and expressing 
appreciation in their own families, 
but they have also resolved to assist 
other families in their churches in 
this way. They hope to achieve this 
goal by preparing suitable sermons 
and by visiting families in order to 
advise them. All the participants 
presented their plan at the end and 

were sent out to implement it, with 
the others praying for them.

What a contrast – on the one hand 
the threat by terrorists bursting with 
violence, and on the other hand 
these men who have resolved to 
thank their wives for their work in fu-
ture and to treat their children with 
respect (unfortunately, both atti-
tudes cannot be taken for granted, 
whether in North Cameroon nor in 
Germany) – and who want to teach 
this attitude also to others.

This may be a good example of 
what it means to be salt and light to 
the world. Those who took part in 
this training will not radically trans-
form a whole region, as the Boko 
Haram fighters are doing right now. 
But they will live out God’s King-
dom. At this moment, this is a very 
big challenge to Christians in Cam-
eroon. We should not forget to pray 
for them.

For the training to involve more and 
more people, I and a team trans-
lated into Fulfulde the above men-
tioned workbook as well as another 
one on the theme “preaching” dur-
ing the last two weeks. Just during 
the summer holiday, the students 
trained more than 100 people in 
their churches, and they have been 
able to bring about a lot of change. 
It is truly in times of crises like these 
that it is worth investing in the 
church leaders. Thank you for sup-
porting EBM INTERNATIONAL in 
this area also in future.

Dirk Pusch

The participants blessing one another

Dirk Pusch during the leadership training
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Children’s book by Hanna Pusch

„Are there elephants where you live?“

Two inquisitive eyes look at me look at me 
through small, round glasses. I stop to think 
for a moment: “Yes, there are elephants – 
but they do not live near our place in Ma-
roua. If you want to see them, you have to 
visit a National Park.” From behind, another 
child is trying to get near me: ” Have you 
ever been there? Have you seen any?” I nod 
and tell them what we experienced when 
we visited Waza Park. The two faces start 
beaming, and, very interested, they listen 
to me. I am pleased to answer the children’s 
questions. They have attended one of our 
mission services, and now they would like 
to learn a lot more about the time we lived 
in Africa. But then, we are interrupted. Their 
parents want to drive home. What a pity, I 
think, I would have liked to tell them a lot 
more about our every-day lives. There, ele-
phants are not that important. All the same, 
life is never boring.

Wishing to give children (and grown-ups) in-
sight into our lives in Africa got me working 
on the keys. I put together some adventures 
our family had and packed them into an in-
vented framework story. After many hours 
of writing, there it was: our book “Hitze, 
Matsch und Hirsekloß” (‘Heat, mud and mil-
let dumplings’, available in German only).

The story is about Ole, who in his Christ-
mas holidays fl ies from Germany to Cam-
eroon. There, he visits his friend Jakob, a 
missionary child who lives in Maroua. All of 
a sudden, he immerges into a world com-
pletely alien to him: During the visit to a 
small village, he helps look for stolen sheep, 
and in the National Park, he can watch wild 
animals. He gets muddy feet as he builds 
a mud hut, and gets sticky fi ngers from 

African food. At night, unknown noises ter-
rify him, in church, the music and dances fi ll 
him with enthusiasm. It is a journey full of 
adventures – some are exciting, and others 
make Ole think.

On the one hand, the books depicts the 
every-day life of a missionary family, on the 

other hand, it offers an insight into the lives 
of the Africans with whom they live. The 
book is very suitable to be read at home or 
at church, to children in Sunday or mid-week 
groups. At the same time it is will appeal to 
adults who are interested in mission work in 
Africa.

“This book makes it possible for children to look beyond 

the rim of their teacup. The thing I like about it is the 

appreciation shown to Cameroonian culture, so unfamiliar 

to us, as well as to Cameroon’s people. A very precious 

book, which is full of suspense for children and, at the 

same time, informative and challenging to adults.”

(Myriam Zinser, mother and primary school teacher)

Ordering

The book is available at € 9.95 plus postage from EBM INTERNATIONAL 
(info@ebm-international.org) or in any bookshop.

Orders from Switzerland and Austria:
www.neufeld-verlag.de/ch/hitze-matsch-und-hirsekloss.html (Switzerland)
www.neufeld-verlag.de/at/hitze-matsch-und-hirsekloss.html (Austria)

The e-book is available at only 6.99 € from: https://neufeld-verlag.e-
bookshelf.de/hitze-matsch-und-hirsekloss-2839033.html
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Inclusion of disabled children/Mozambique

A report from the Macia Social Centre

In 2014, 15 disabled children were inte-
grated into the formal public schools in Ma-
cia. In many instances this was quite a new 
experience. Most of the schools had not ad-
mitted any disabled children before. On the 
whole, the children have shown promising 
development at these schools. Many of the 
children met the required standards after 
the first semester of 2014.

In addition, the many activities in the vil-
lages have considerably increased aware-
ness for disabled children; they have re-
sulted in the greater openness of schools 
and in more discussion about and consider-
ation of the issue.

In this task, the focus is on door-to-door so-
cial work, done by the currently eleven ac-
tivists who have visited nearly 500 families 
in order to inform on the integration work 
and to educate on the rights and opportu-
nities of disabled children. They also estab-
lish contact with the local authorities and 
the key persons in the health and education 
sector and then serve as liaison persons.

In this context, a weekly radio programme, 
initiated by the Social Centre and address-
ing the needs, rights, opportunities and the 
worth of disabled people, was especially 
helpful. Right after the first broadcast, on 24 
December 2013, we had many positive re-
sponses to the programme, whose theme 
was “Christmas: Solidarity with disabled 
Children”. Many people simply wanted to 
express their gratitude for the message 
conveyed by the programme. Over the 

following months, there were panel discus-
sions on the radio featuring activists, fami-
lies from the communities, experts from the 
health sector and teachers who work with 
the children.

The other focus of the work is the integra-
tive day-care for socially deprived children, 
together with disabled children; this work is 
being continued at the Macia Social Cen-
tre. During the first six months of the year, 
32 children regularly attended. Three dis-
abled children belong to the regulars of 
this group. A new component in this care is 
the availability of computer courses, which 
have been re-introduced. During one lesson 
per week, the children as well as some staff 
workers are taught to work on the computer. 
With our new missionary Else Miklavcic ar-
riving, this activity may be considerably ex-
panded and further improved.

On the whole, we realize that the Social 
Centre is on the right track, particularly with 
its programme of including disabled chil-
dren. The responses from the community 
and the wider population are very positive. 
The mindsets and the attitudes are chang-
ing, schools are opening up, and requests 
for training in this field are increasing.

Dr. Günther Schwarzinger

Lecio Bila (right) coordinates the activists’ work

Lecio Bila with Sara Chavane, director of the Social Centre
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New paths

Two years as missionaries in South Africa

For two years, we have now been 
EBM missionaries to South Africa, 
and we have had to adapt a lot of 
things we had intended to do be-
fore our departure, to the South Afri-
can realities. Quite many things have 
happened, we have been privileged 
to get to know the people and cul-
ture here to some extent, and we 
have tried many things, out of which 
God has created quite diverse things.

We often had meetings in order to 
think about the prospects for our vo-
cational training courses in Thusong, 
and to find out how to embark on 
new ways together with our African 
partners. Unfortunately, leadership re-
sponsibility keeps being passed on to 
other people here till you go round 
in circles. We had reached a point 
in this area of work where it was not 
possible for us to continue as before. 
The BCSA Leadership (Baptist Con-
vention of South Africa) conceived 
new possibilities for us, which have 
led us to Yeoville in Johannesburg 
and to Mamelodi near Pretoria.

Pretoria/Mamelodi
For some weeks, I (Johannes) have 
regularly been going to Mamelodi in 
order to offer training in car mechan-
ics to people of all ages there. Cur-
rently, I have two to three students, 
and I hope there will soon be more of 
them. We work on the parking lot of 
the Baptist Church and repair the cars 
of the church members. The vehicles 

are mostly in very bad condition, and 
improvising is needed. Often, I have 
to ask the owners to invest a little 
money into their safety. It is very nice 
work which gives me much pleas-
ure. “My” students are very inquisi-
tive and also very open, I learn a lot 
about their culture and their person-
alities, and they learn from the outset 
how cars work and how they are re-
paired. I am very grateful that after all 
I have the possibility to train people.

Johannesburg/Yeoville
Ndawo Yakho is a project launched 
by the Women’s Department of 
BCSA and a haven for abused 
women and children. The house is 
situated in the centre of Johannes-
burg, not far from the BCSA Office. 
The house is still uninhabited, for 
some necessary repairs have yet to 
be made, staff have to be hired and 
all the other management proce-
dures have to be set up. This means 
the venture is in its exciting phase of 
being founded – very much to my 
(Anna’s) delight!

Since July, I have had meetings with 
the core members of the board in 
order to discuss the tasks. For many 
years, Pastor Mohume Matlou (a re-
tired teacher) has had this house at 
heart. Now, she is the dedicated chair
of the board and has the privilege 
of seeing the house gain in structure 
and coming to life. When Mohume 
asked me to assist her with manag-
ing Ndawo Yakho, I was exhilarated! I 
feel I am in the right place here. The 
women on the board even come to 
our home to discuss the further pro-
cedure of the project. To me, it is a 
great honour, and it is simply fun to 
work with these women, who are so 
open and dedicated.
Our daughter Ria was born in No-
vember 2013 in South Africa. Every 

day, she is the source of so many 
cherished moments! We are very 
grateful to the Lord that she is in 
good health and is growing in such a 
wonderful way.
Love from South Africa

Anna and Johannes Meyer

PRAYING AND DONATING

Macia Social Centre/Mozambique
Project Number: MAG 53451
Financial need: € 24 000

Theological Education in Africa
Project Number: MAG 41400
Financial need: € 95 000

Information available at: www.
ebm-international.org
Donation account EBM AFRICA:  
IBAN DE89 5009 2100 0000 0333 16
BIC GENODE 51BH2, 
SKB Bad Homburg

Anna Meyer and Mohume Matlou (right)

Repairing a car on the parking lot of the 
Mamelodi Baptist Church
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A creative idea for a gift

A new creative idea for gifts in support of mission work 
has been presented, appropriately for the 60th anniver-
sary of EBM INTERNATIONAL. Instead of making a pres-
ent in the traditional way, you may support one of six 
projects in the countries where EBM is operating. After 
making your donation, you will automatically receive a 
nicely designed postcard, which you may then give to a 
person dear to you with your personal greetings.
For more information, in German only, please access the 
EBM INTERNATIONAL website and click on “Aktuell”.

You are welcome to order fl yers and any other materials 
free of charge from our offi ce:
info@ebm-international.org
or +49 (0)33234 74-150

Meet our missionaries Ertan and Marlene Cevik at their stand on the 22nd Youth Conference for World Mission! 
(graphic in German)

Youth Conference for World Mission

Ertan and Marlene Cevik


