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Dear reader,

All must give as they are able, according to the blessings given to them by the 
Lord your God. (Dt. 16:17 – watchword for the 1st Sunday of Advent 2013, NLT)

The Baptist Church in Tallarevu, southeast India, are having their worship, 

and the offering is collected. Those who can, give some money. And while 

the offering-basket is passed around, many poor farm labourers and farmers 

come up to the front and put small bowls filled with rice and vegetables on the 

table. One of them fastens a living chicken there. They give what they can. For 

the children’s home run by their church. They give because they are aware they 

have been blessed.

May the daily watchword for December 1 as well as our brothers and sisters in 

India incite and motivate us to give and to share – the things God has blessed 

us with. Throughout the following pages, you may read how many people are 

blessed through your gifts. This may fill you with joy. With this in mind, we wish 

God’s blessings to all of you, our friends and supporters of EBM INTERNA-

TIONAL, in this Advent season.

With warmest greetings from the Mission Office,

Sincerely yours,

Christoph Haus Carlos Waldow Matthias Dichristin

Christoph Haus

Carlos Waldow

Matthias Dichristin 
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Germany: 
Abteilung Weltmission des Bundes Evange-
lisch-Freikirchlicher Gemeinden

EBM INTERNATIONAL
Spar- und Kreditbank EFG, Bad Homburg
Account No. 46868, BLZ 500 921 00
IBAN: DE69 5009 2100 0000 0468 68
BIC: GENODE51BH2

EBM AFRICA
Spar- und Kreditbank EFG, Bad Homburg
Account No. 33 316, BLZ 500 921 00
IBAN: DE89 5009 2100 0000 0333 16
BIC: GENODE51BH2

EBM MASA (Latin America)
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IBAN: DE62 5009 2100 0000 1339 06
BIC: GENODE51BH2
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Spar- und Kreditbank EFG, Bad Homburg
Account No. 343 609, BLZ 500 921 00
IBAN: DE68 5009 2100 0000 3436 09
BIC: GENODE51BH2
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Bund der Baptisten gemeinden
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Account No. 00 653 165 100, BLZ 20 151

Switzerland:
EBM-Schweizer Zweig, Postscheckamt Zürich
Account No. 80-234-7

Please specify the purpose for your dona-
tion. End-of-year donation receipts are sent 
out automatically. This is why we always ask 
for your full name and address and – if known 
– for your donor ID number. Should there be 
more donations than needed for any specific 
project, the excess money will be used for 
a similar project. One-off receipts are avail-
able on request only. Thank you for your 
understanding.

Contact details

Cover photo: Que-
chua women from 
Yanaoca, Peru
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Giving gifts is satisfying

Izmir/Türkey

News from Turkey

Giving gifts brings threefold joy: to 
you, because giving will make you 
feel good, to the beneficiary of your 
gift, and God also will be happy 
with cheerful givers.
Christmas is at the door, and we 
want to give joy to our children, par-
ents, friends or relatives, making 
them a present. Why not give a gift 
to a “far-away neighbour”, too? Al-
low a child in North Cameroon to go 
to school, or give a meal to street 
children in Argentina, or why not the 

possibility of eye surgery to people 
in India. You can do this by giving 
a donation, which will immediately 
go to the respective projects. Thus, 
by making a donation of, say, 60 €, 
you will allow a pupil in North Cam-
eroon to attend school for one year 
(P-51200), or by donating 10 €, you 
may provide one warm meal to 10 
children in Argentina (P-21140). Or, 
by giving 30 €, you will make eye 
surgery possible for a person in In-
dia (P-80021).

Please join us, and, sharing your joy, 
make a gift to people in a far-away 
part of the world. Such a gift will 
enable these people to live a bet-
ter life – which would for ever be 
out of reach without your help. And 
also provide access to the gospel 
for these people. For, wherever we 
help, God’s Word is also proclaimed.

Christoph Haus

After the protests of young peo-
ple all over Turkey, the government 
will desist from replacing parks by 
shopping malls. In the internet age, 
many of the young people are well 
informed, make up their own minds 
and are no longer ready to put up 
with anything the government dic-
tates to them. Since the war in Syria 
started, about 1.4 million refugees 
have come to live in Turkey, half of 
them illegally – 100,000 of them 
are living in Izmir. In all the cities 
of southeast Turkey, the refugees 
spend their nights in parks, as the 
camps are overcrowded. Moreover, 
there are many Christian refugees 
from Iran, particularly in Denizli (near 
Laodicea), who suffer from hunger 
and do not have any access to med-
ical treatment.
The extremists are making life for 
the Christians in Turkey ever more 
difficult. Just to give an example: Six 
months ago, a young student (21) 
became a believer in a house fellow-
ship. Afterwards, the young man’s 
father came to see the church leader 
and told him not to mentor his son 

any longer, threatening to use any 
means to fight the church.

It is very encouraging that the Ger-
man government is lobbying for the 
rights of Christians in Turkey. We 
are especially grateful to Mr. Volker 
Kauder (CDU parliamentary group 
leader in the German Bundestag), 
who, e.g., personally pleaded for 
the restitution of the fields around 
Mor Gabriel Monastery to the 
owner, who had been dispossessed. 
The properties taken away from 

Aramaic and Armenian Christians 
have also been given back to their 
former owners.
We pray that the situation of Chris-
tians in Turkey will improve.

Ertan Cevik

All must give as they are able, according to the blessings given to them by the 
LORD your God. (Dt. 16:17 – watchword for the 1st Sunday of Advent 2013, NLT)

The Church at Izmir during worship
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Church-planting work in Cuba

Urbano 2020
“Urbano 2020”, this is the name 
given to the new project sup-
ported by EBM MASA in Cuba.
Our vision: reaching the rapidly 
growing communities in the cities with the 
gospel. To this end, we have developed the 
strategy for a mission project together with 
our missionary Daniel Gonzalez, who is also 
coordinating it.

The project is being launched in 2013 and 
will end in 2020. The churches in an urban 
environment are to learn how to effectively 
plant new churches. In the 20 biggest cities 
of Cuba, experienced teams will do compre-
hensive research work in order to find out 
how to best reach people in their environ-
ment and their realities, and what methods 
and activities are suitable. We will start with 
pilot projects, thus testing specific possibili-
ties of implementation. The evaluation of 
the data will then serve to develop materials 
for handouts. The whole kit containing ma-
terials and information on methods, practi-
cal experiences and examples from the pilot 
projects will then be made available to the 
churches in these 20 cities for their evange-
listic and church-planting work.

Specific goals for the following years
In 2014, a report on ethnographic research 
in the 100 districts of Havana will be estab-
lished; this report will help decide where 

church-planting is 
most urgently needed.
From 2015, the churches in Ha-
vana will be encouraged to found 
new churches in districts where there 
are none. With this in view, the pastors 
and leaders of the interested churches will 
meet with Daniel Gonzalez, Carlos Wal-
dow and Arturo Köbernick. The participat-
ing churches will determine the districts 
for which they have a calling from God 
and where they want to plant a new “city 
church”. These churches will be offered 
training, supervision and contacts. In view 
of further evaluation and development of 
the “Urbano 2020” Project, the churches in-
volved will be asked to give a feedback on 
their experiences.
In 2016, the project is to be extended to 
another 19 cities and to be continued in 
Havana. Karell Lescaille, the main mission-
ary on the Isle of Youth until August 2013, 
moved to Havana in September 2013 with 
his family, in order to support ”Urbano 
2020”, working alongside with Daniel. We 
are very pleased with the new opportunities 
this project will open up to Jesus Christ’s 
church in Cuba. We invite everyone to pray 
for it and to support it by donating.

Distribution of Cities 
Urbano 2020

Urbano 2020 – Cities
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Argentina / MANNA Projects

Passionate workers
In Mendoza and in the area 250 km around 
it, there are nine churches that rescue chil-
dren in need from the worst misery, run-
ning MANNA projects. This year’s meeting 
in Mendoza in October was attended by 50 
workers who are in charge of the projects in 
the various churches. They told about the 
wonderful ways in which God was at work in 
the lives of the children and their families. 
Without the MANNA projects, these would 
hardly have any prospects in life.

In order to refine the project, new goals 
were established, and the staff were given 
high quality training in several fields. It is 
simply wonderful to see the great amount 
of passionate and loving commitment these 
brothers and sisters have for the children 
and their families. Often, the children have 
gone through traumatizing experiences – 
from which they are retrieved through love; 
the impact God has on their lives through 
this ministry is awe-inspiring.

A mother and her children who are assisted 
through the MANNA Project come from a 
slum called “Pobre Diablo” (Poor Devil). 
This MANNA family said that the name of 
their district corresponds to the reality of the 
people there.

We are very grateful to God for the work 
of MASA missionary Miriam Pizzi, who is 
in charge of the projects in this area. She 
is a social worker and does a great job co-
ordinating the projects and training and 

mentoring the co-workers. Miriam has a 
wonderful way of inspiring people and of 
motivating them to dedicate their lives so 
that children and families without any hope 
may be reached by the gospel in word and 
deed.

We as EBM MASA are very proud to have 
the privilege of supporting staff like Miriam, 
and we would like to say a very warm thank 
you to all those who pray and donate for 
this ministry.

Miriam and Daniel Pizzi

Staff attending the MANNA meeting in Mendoza



6

Brazil/Diadema Social Centre

Removing children from the street
Diadema is a city bordering on Sao Paulo, 
with a population of 600,000 and many 
slums. Population density is enormous: 
12,679 inhabitants per km2. There are many 
faces of poverty there. In the daytime, chil-
dren are left to themselves and hang around 
in the streets, exposed to the drug scene 
and crime. Their parents have to work in or-
der to make a living, and they cannot take 
care of them. Often, they are also addicted 
to alcohol or drugs and therefore cannot 
provide for their children or look after them.

In our Social Centre in Diadema, these chil-
dren and young people, who are left to 
themselves in the daytime, are taken care 
of. They get a chance of hearing the gos-
pel; they learn about good values and how 
to live a structured life. The Social Centre is 
committed to opening up new prospects in 
the lives of socially disadvantaged children 

and provides them with healthy food, tutor-
ing, and social assistance to the whole fam-
ily; it also offers various skills trainings.

Furthering the development of the children 
and youths, strengthening their family and 
social relationships, as well as vocational 
training are elements of the official pro-
gramme. In a very specific way, this means, 
among other things, encouraging physical 
development by healthy food and appropri-
ate hygiene, attending school is encouraged 
and supported so that dropping out can be 
prevented. All of this contributes to prevent-
ing and avoiding child labour, drug con-
sumption and sexual exploitation. Games, 
cultural and art activities as well as sports 
are also part of this prevention programme.
Currently, some 250 children between ages 
5 and 16 are taken care of in the daytime. In 
addition, another 300 teenagers, youths and 

All photos: Children at the Diadema Social Centre
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PRAYING AND DONATING
“Urbano 2020”
Project Number: MAG 26560
Financial need: € 15 000

MANNA
Project Number: MAG 21290
Financial need: € 20 000

Information available at:  
www.ebm-international.org
Donation account EBM MASA:  
IBAN DE62 5009 2100 0000 1339 06
BIC GENODE 51BH2, SKB Bad Homburg

Brazil/Diadema Social Centre

Removing children from the street
their family members are offered activities 
that help them get their lives under control. 
They participate in diverse programmes, 
such as counselling, skills trainings in car-
pentry or baking, and computer courses. 
The Social Centre also regularly hands out 
second-hand clothing and shoes to the fam-
ilies living nearby.

The Spartan architecture of the three-story 
building matches the slum environment. 
On the ground floor, there is a huge din-
ing room, which is also used for events and 
the mission church’s worships. There are an-
other eight rooms for the trainings and after-
school homework tutoring, an infirmary, a 
computer room, the bakery and a restaurant 
kitchen, a fully equipped hairdresser’s room, 
an auditorium with multimedia equipment 
and a hall with mirrors where dance and the-
atre classes are held. On the top floor, there 

is also a gymnasium. Outside, there are a 
children’s playground and a small sports 
field to play football.

The children and youths are cared for by 
staff trained in education and social work, 
whose concern, at the same time, is to share 
the gospel and God’s love. There are weekly 
Bible classes at the Social Centre, with Bible 
stories and devotions. It is very important 
to us that this social mission project is spir-
itually rooted in the church-planting work, 
which is also based in this building. The 
worship services are attended by many peo-
ple from the favelas, the surrounding slums, 
who like to go there.

The fruit we see in the lives of these chil-
dren, youths and their families makes us 
very grateful. We would like to thank you for 
any support in prayer and donations.
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Dr. Judson Pothuraju, Regional Representative in India, reports:

India can’t catch a break

Dr. Judson Pothuraju, Regional Rep-
resentative in India, reports: India 
can’t catch a break. With a popula-
tion of more than one billion, some-
thing is always going on, 24/7. Un-
rest among the people is mainly 
due to political decisions. In Andhra 
Pradesh State, e.g., protests have 
brought the entire transport sys-
tem to a standstill (railways, buses 
and three-wheeled cars). But natu-
ral disasters, too, make life difficult 
for people in India. The latest such 
calamity was Phailin – a cyclone in 
the Bay of Bengal hitting the east 
coast and leaving about 50 people 
dead and destroying many homes, 
crops, and hopes. The Monsoon 
also has left its marks: Excessive rain 
in some regions led to heavy floods, 
killing many people or destroying 

their livelihoods. In other regions, 
there has been very little or no rain. 
In both cases, farming is severely 
affected. About 50% of the peo-
ple live on agriculture and related 
activities. That is to say that both, 
monsoon failure as well as cyclones, 
have a fatal impact on the majority 
of the people. It is the children who 
are the most affected by all these 
happenings. If schools are closed, if 
the children go hungry or lose their 
parents or shelter, it is always the 
children who bear the brunt.
EBM INDIA has its share in help-
ing the suffering children in India. 
Through children’s homes, schools, 
vocational training, free feeding pro-
grammes, theological education, 
and scholarships for nursing stu-
dents, as well as evangelism, a very 

good number of children and youths 
are helped. Basic human needs are 
met, which contributes to the over-
all development of these orphans, 
half-orphans or abandoned children. 
They get quality education and thus 
a chance of being successful in the 
job market later on.

Another major hurdle for develop-
ment in India is ill health. Conta-
gious diseases, such as HIV/AIDS 
and malaria, as well as wide-spread 
malnutrition make the lives of the 
people miserable. Not only do the 
poor who cannot pay for their health 
bills suffer longer but they also suf-
fer more from their diseases. In 
Christian hospitals and mother and 
child care centres, EBM INDIA sup-
ports destitute patients. These do 
not only get medical treatment, but 
are also helped to avoid malnutri-
tion to a great extent. People who 
had no hope are cared for and may 
look to a bright future.

Food Security: Though the major-
ity of people depend on farming 
for their livelihood, agriculture is no 
longer attractive because for various 
reasons, it is hardly profitable. EBM 
INDIA addressed this problem even 
before the Government of India 
did. 540 farmers have already en-
tered the second year in this project 
and are producing food grains with 
low input costs. Their training also 

Children at the children’s home in Tanuku (run by the Salvation Army) doing their 
homework

Food security programme in VUYYURU: A farmer showing her 
crop

Dr Judson and some staff working with ALMA and “Bridge of 
Hope” are getting a diploma in a seminar for missiology
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includes new methods on how to in-
crease their farm profits.

May the Lord continue to bless EBM 
INDIA so that many people may get 
help.

Dr P. Judson, Regional Representa-
tive of EBM INDIA

Story from the Christian Medical Centre (CMC) in Pithapuram

Human interest story
Mrs B. Simhachalam (65) lives in a 
small village near Pithapuram. She 
shared part of her life with us:

“…My husband left me after 14 
years of marriage. He was very iras-
cible and increasingly indulged in 
witchcraft activities. He was be-
yond my reach, and there was no 
reasoning with him. I would have 
liked to leave him as I could simply 
no longer stand it. But my parents 
forced me to stay with him. We had 
two children who also suffered very 
much from these circumstances. For 
his activities and aggressions were 
very hard to bear. As the children 
grew older, my eldest daughter un-
fortunately also became a victim of 
her father’s occult practices. I tried 
hard to pull her away, to no avail I’m 
afraid. At 14, she died as a conse-
quence. My husband grew increas-
ingly irascible. We were always fight-
ing, and one day, he broke both my 
legs and left me and my youngest 
daughter. The villagers provided 
medical aid at once, so that now I 
can walk again. After this incident, 
the villagers tried to make him stop 
these witchcraft activities. But he 
did not listen to them. Finally, my 
husband left me, and also my vil-
lage, and I have not seen him since. 

From that time I had to see to it that 
I could make ends meet for myself 
and my daughter, which was very 
difficult…”

This was only a small and very sad 
part of Simhachalam’s life. With ad-
vancing age, she also got a cataract 
and was gradually losing her vision. 
When the eye rescue team of the 
Christian Hospital in Pithapuram or-
ganized an eye camp, the villagers 
helped her get there, and our doc-
tors examined her, diagnosing an 
advanced cataract. After the exams, 
the hospital vehicle took her to the 
base hospital, to be admitted there. 
She was inserted an intraocular lens; 
the surgery was free. She did not 
have to pay for accommodation or 
travel either. She thanked the eye-
saving team for everything they had 
done for her. Now she can see and 
go on living in dignity. From time to 
time, she attends the nearby church. 
We are very grateful to God for al-
lowing us to give Simhachalam at 
least a glimmer of light for her life.

Dr Leela Serene, head of the CMC 
Pithapuram

VUYYURU: Farmers as they are 
being trained in agriculture

Simhachalam, the eye patient
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Update from Manipur by our partner, “Compassion Manipur”

Report on the „Compassion“ Children’s Home

It is with immense pleasure that we report 
on the activities of the “Compassion” Chil-
dren’s Home. This home is situated in Talou-
long, Senapati District, at appr. 20 km from 
Imphal, the capital of Manipur.

Manipur is a tiny state of the Indian Union. 
It is situated in the extreme northeastern re-
gion of India, which is very much gripped by 
poverty, violence and crime. The operations 
of militant groups there have led to contin-
ued deterioration of the law and order situa-
tion; you could go so far and say that human 
rights no longer exist. The majority of the 
tribal villagers in the hill districts live below 

the poverty line. Many villagers cannot send 
their children to the schools in the towns or 
cities. HIV/AIDS also is a dreadful reality in 
Manipur and has claimed many lives. Ma-
nipur has now become one of the most af-
fected states of India.

Establishment of the „Compassion“ 
Children’s Home
In 2003, some members of the church 
founded the organization “Compassion 
Manipur”. Their vision was the realization 
of peace and social transformation. Seeing 
the misery of the children, these members 
decided to establish a home for vulnerable 
children, who had, for the most part, lost 
their parents through violent conflicts. Thus, 
the “Compassion” Children’s Home was 
started in 2007 with the help of EBM INDIA 
(then Hans-Herter-Indienhilfe). Mr Henkho-
len Sitlhou, the Chief of Taloulong, donated 
the land for the construction of the Home. 
The land includes a four-acre paddy field 
just below the building.

Currently, 52 children (boys and girls) com-
ing from different communities live in the 
home, whose motto is “Serving the Suffer-
ing Humanity”. Most of the children are the 
victims of ethnic violence, armed conflicts, 
bomb explosions, HIV/AIDS, etc. As there 
is no government school in the village, the 
children attend two private English-medium 
schools.

At the beginning, due to the lack of safe 
drinking water, the children were often af-
fected by various diseases such as scabies, 
fever, diarrhea, headaches, typhoid fever, 
etc. In prevention of these diseases, a well 
was dug on the Campus in 2008, and we are 
very thankful to EBM INDIA for funding it. 
The members of the board also approached 
the army officers, and these have been co-
operating and now provide free health 
check-ups and, from time to time, free med-
icines. Today, we thank God that the condi-
tion of the children’s health is much better.

Self-reliance activities: In order to provide 
nutritious food, the Home has started the 
following small projects:
1. Kitchen gardening: cabbage, broccoli, 
mustard plants, peas, eggplant, maize, 
pumpkin, cucumbers, bananas, etc. are 

Introducing some children

Mercy, Martha and Hoinu are 
sisters. They are from New 
Samtal Village near the My-
anmar border. In 2008, their 
mother died in a bomb explo-
sion planted by a Meitei under-
ground group (UNLF: United 
National Liberation Front): On 
her way back from the paddy 
field, she was resting by the 
roadside when the charge 
exploded and tore her into 
pieces. As their father could 
not look after nor support the 
girls, they came to the “Com-
passion” Home in January 

2013. Mercy is in class V, Mar-
tha in class IV and Hoinu in 
class II. The girls are now happy 
and study very hard.

Boikim is her parents’ third 
daughter. Her parents died 
from AIDS in 2011. Her grand-
mother brought her to the 
“Compassion” Children’s 
Home in 2012. She is now in 
class IV. Fortunately, an HIV test 
was negative. She is very happy 
in the Home, and her grand-
mother visits her from time to 
time.

Mercy, Martha and Hoinu Boikim



11

planted in the kitchen garden to provide 
fresh vegetables.
2. Animal husbandry: The home has a small 
piggery (11 pigs) and a poultry and duck 
farm (50 chickens and 25 ducks).
3. Paddy field: The paddy field is among the 
most valued immovable properties. Every 
year, the Home harvests 12 - 15 bags of rice 
from the field.

Games and sports: In order to improve their 
health and develop physical fitness, the chil-
dren are encouraged to play games and 
do sports. Every year, the Home conducts 
games and sporting competitions during 
the “Durga Puja” holidays in October.

Visitors: From time to time the Home also 
welcomes visitors: church members, friends 
and well-wishers. The staff of the Manipur 
Baptist Convention Youth Department also 
visit the Home every now and then, teach-
ing the children gospel songs and Scripture.

Spiritual activities: Every morning and even-
ing, there is a devotion, encouraging the 
children’s spiritual growth. Every Sunday, 
the children attend the service and Sunday 
School at Damdei Baptist Church. The chil-
dren also participate in Bible camps for chil-
dren and evangelistic Bible camps organ-
ized by the Church.

Problems and needs
One of the main problems of the Home is 
electricity. As electricity supply is very irreg-
ular, the children cannot study regularly in 
the evening. The home has a used genera-
tor which, however, does not work properly 
and consumes a lot of fuel. In addition, the 
Home also needs to extend the self-reliance 
programmes, e.g. kitchen gardening and 
animal husbandry.

On behalf of the Managing Committee 
members and all the staff, I would like to 
close by expressing my sincere appreciation 
and profound gratitude to EBM INDIA and 
its many supporters for their continued sup-
port of our Home.

May the Lord continue to bless and use you 
for His great work.

Rev. Vumthang Sitlhou,
Pastor of Damdei Baptist Church

PRAYING AND DONATING

Compassion Manipur – “Compassion” 
Children’s Home, Taloulong
Project Number: MAG 82101
Financial need: € 10 000

Christian Medical Centre, Pithapuram
One-time grants General Hospital:
Project Number: MAG 82801
Financial need: € 3 000

Social fund for destitute patients:
Project Number: MAG 82803
Financial need: € 5 000

Information available at:  
www.ebm-international.org
Donation account EBM INDIA:  
IBAN DE68 5009 2100 0000 3436 09
BIC GENODE 51BH2, SKB Bad Homburg

Staff of the Children’s Home
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Evaluation course for the volunteers 2012-2013

„My volunteer service in a nutshell“

“My stay in Argentina was won-
derful, because I felt at ease 
in the country, the culture, the 
church, the work area and with 
my friends. Thank you, Lord!“
Judith from Berlin volunteered 
from September 2012 till May 
2013 in the Alem Children’s 
Home in Argentina.

The volunteers 2012-2013

“My time in South Africa was the greatest present God 
could make me!”/”Spending my volunteer time in South 
Africa was the best decision I have made in life so far.”
Rebekka from Munich and Maggie from Rosenheim 
stayed in Mamelodi, South Africa, from August 2012 till 
June 2013.

“My time in Cameroon has taught me that people may 
be happy even if living in the poorest of round huts.”
Johanna from Frankfurt (Oder) stayed in Mokong, Cam-
eroon, from September 2012 till April 2013.

“My time in Cameroon has been the most 
precious, helpful, salutary, challenging and 
the most colourful time of my life.”
Susanne was teaching in Mokolo, Cameroon, 
from September 2012 till February 2013.

“My time in Malawi has been neither the most 
beautiful nor the best time of my life, but maybe 
the most important one.”
Julian from Kirchheim was teaching at a school in 
Malawi from September 2012 till July 2013.

“My time in Argentina has taught 
me that God does not only speak 
German.”
Jakob from Stuttgart stayed at the 
Alem Children’s Home, Argentina, 
from March till September 2013.

“My time in Mozambique included eating mangoes and be-
ing free, having doubts and suffering; it meant happiness, 
adventures, every-day life and, at the same time, downs.”
Moritz from Berlin assisted with projects in Dondo, Mozam-
bique, from September 2012 till April 2013.
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Ayouba Mbirvi and Raymond Todou visiting the Freiburg (Germany) Baptists

WITHOUT BORDERS: four weeks in Germany

For more than 30 years, the Church in 
Freiburg has had a bilateral church part-
nership with the Church in Dagai, North 
Cameroon. There, EBM INTERNATIONAL 
supports the Tree Planting Project “Sahel 
Vert”, of which Raymond Todou is in charge. 
Ayouba Mbirvi was a student at the Dagai 
primary school, which is also supported, and 
could earn his tuition fees working for the 
project. Today, he is a pastor and teacher 
and is also a member of staff having respon-
sibility in the Cameroonian Baptist Union. 
His life is evidence of the ripple effects of 
change brought about by missions, which 
shines back to Germany.

The two Cameroonians had diverse encoun-
ters. They visited the churches in Freiburg, 
Emmendingen and Leverkusen, as well as 
several schools, to give information. Among 
the highlights was meeting the former mis-
sionary couples Turquais and Goetz in the 
French church at Logelbach. Both couples 
worked as missionaries, heading the school 
in Mokolo/North Cameroon and the Centre 
Technique de Garoua (CTG), respectively. 
Both these projects have been managed by 
Cameroonians for quite some time and are 
examples of EBM INTERNATIONAL’s policy 
of consistently handing over responsibility 
to national staff.

The churches learned that mission work in 
Dagai village started in the ‘60s. Ayouba’s 
father was one of the first six people in the 
area to be baptized, and later became the 

pastor of the church. Later on, a health 
care centre, a school and the project “Sa-
hel Vert” developed. The reforestation work 
within this project, as well as the work done 
by other projects in the area, improve the 
quality of life in the Sahel Zone a great deal 
and allow people to earn an income. This 
is also an implementation of Martin Luther’s 
well-known quotation:”If Jesus were to 
come again tomorrow, I would still plant a 
tree today.”

Every year, the Church in Freiburg organ-
izes a flea market, managed by Klaus and 
Inge Gieske, whose proceeds go to “Sa-
hel Vert”. The church members and people 
linked to the church bring the items which 
then are sold on a Saturday. More than 
3,000 € are always raised, and the church 
is filled with visitors and animation. Why 
shouldn’t other churches organize such flea 
markets, thus supporting the work of EBM 
INTERNATIONAL?

Activities such as this encourage us greatly 
not to twiddle our thumbs but to plant, sym-
bolically, trees until Jesus comes back some 
day.

From reports by Klaus Gieske, Hervé Tur-
quais and Edgar Lüllau

Klaus and Inge Gieske with their guests from CameroonAyouba and Raymond giving reports
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Sierra Leone – Eye Hospital Lunsar

The ophthalmologist’s 
operating chair

Much could be said about the Eye Hospital 
in Lunsar, Sierra Leone. Established in 1975 
by EBM INTERNATIONAL and CBM (Christ-
offel Blind Mission), it had its heyday in the 
‘80s. Well known all over the country, it was 
the place to go for eye patients and the 
blind.

In all the conversations I had during my 
evaluation trip in August 2013, I could sense 
pride and enthusiasm about the Hospital’s 
standing in the past, when it even was the 
teaching hospital for the West African Col-
lege of Surgeons. Yet then came the civil 
war, lasting twelve long years. The Eye Hos-
pital was partly damaged, the equipment 
looted and the employees of the Hospital 
were forced to flee and live in hiding in the 
bush.

Reconstruction was very slow, and even to-
day, ten years after the civil war, the scars 
are to be seen. The Hospital has not been 
able to regain its former prestige. Despite 
the hard work of all those in charge and all 
the staff, the needs are all too obvious when 
you visit of the Hospital. There is a lack of 
many things.

The surgeon’s operating chair

And yet, a fourth of the country’s total eye 
surgeries are done in Lunsar today. People 
who were blind because of clouded lenses 
go back home, able to see.
And for those that cannot be helped any 
more, there is a programme where they 
can learn to cope with blindness in every-
day life, so as to provide for themselves 
and their families and to be reintegrated in 
society.

By using simple means of their own, the 
Eye Hospital could improve several things, 
but for many things, money is needed, and 
money is scarce. Whenever I think of Lun-
sar, I visualize the ophthalmologist’s operat-
ing chair – a stool which is rigid, not height-
adjustable, but somewhat heightened. The 
surgeon must have backache while operat-
ing, and I admire him for being able to have 
a steady hand in this position.

The Eye Hospital Lunsar brings light to this 
world, light that can be seen thanks to im-
proved vision and also the Light of Christ – 
for the Light of Christ is offered to all the pa-
tients. It’s a good thing that the Lunsar Eye 
Hospital is there.

Jutta Krebs

Patients waiting for the operation
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After one year’s service

The Meyers in South Africa
In October, exactly a year ago, we started 
our mission service in South Africa, in 
Soweto. Driving on the left has been nor-
mal for quite some time. And even though 
the cultural idiosyncrasies of the multiethnic 
state are still challenging, our understand-
ing of this country has grown. No matter 
whether it was foreignness or cultural stress 
we had to cope with, God has been guid-
ing us step by step and has sent wonderful 
people to be at our side. Doing one step 
after another, with caution but confidence, 
is of the utmost importance, particularly at 
our work place, the “Thusong Skills Train-
ing Centre”. Looking back, we have learned 
not to make success the criterion of our 
work but rather to focus on appreciating the 
small incidents and developments. An ex-
ample of such a development is the taster 
week we introduced during the past term. 
Much to the delight of all our colleagues, 
students filled the rooms with life after a 
long hiatus. Under the motto “Discover your 
gifts”, some 30 people participated in vari-
ous courses: computer, car mechanics, sew-
ing and baking courses. Johannes after all 
had the opportunity to convey his knowl-
edge of car mechanics – which was his great 
pleasure. The last day was declared the 
“Open Door Day”. The students from ear-
lier years were handed out their certificates, 
and those participating in the taster week 
also were given a certificate. For many of 
them, this was a first. Through this activity, 
we hope we have taken “Thusong” a step 
closer to the Zuuberkom Church and the 
surrounding churches. Through the “Pro-
gramme 2014” as well as other small pro-
jects, we hope that the Skills Training Cen-
tre will live up to its destiny again, which is: 

To be a place where people can get help. 
With the 3rd term 2013 ending, we start 
our 2nd year of ministry in South Africa. We 
would like to seize this opportunity to thank 
all those who have got involved in this ser-
vice and who have supported us in manifold 
ways.
Whoever can be trusted with very little can 
also be trusted with much, and whoever is 
dishonest with very little will also be dishon-
est with much. (Luke 16:10)

Anna and Johannes Meyer

PRAYING AND DONATING

Volunteer Programme SERVE
Project Number: MAG 10800
Financial need: € 15 000

Medical work in Sierra Leone
Project Number: MAG 54150
Financial need: € 25 000

Information available at:  
www.ebm-international.org
Donation account EBM AFRICA:  
IBAN DE89 5009 2100 0000 0333 16
BIC GENODE 51BH2, SKB Bad Homburg

Certificates are an incentive

Johannes with some interested people during the taster week

Anna and Johannes Meyer
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www.ebm-international.org
Europäische Baptistische Mission

Leben teilen – Hoffnung gewinnen

www.ebm-international.org

Newly available ...

Idea for a Christmas gift

Please feel free to order the new EBM 
INTERNATIONAL Project Booklet for 
free; in it, you will find descriptions of 
all our projects in Africa, Latin Amer-
ica, India and Turkey.

Please just call us at 0049 (0) 33234-
74 150. You may also download the 
Project Booklet from our website: 
www.ebm-international.org

By buying these beautiful “Pearls of Africa” necklaces you will not only 
have a nice Christmas present, but also support the work of EBM INTER-
NATIONAL. These hand-made, brightly-coloured beads are rolled from 
recycled paper, lacquered and then sealed.

For further information, please access our website: www.ebm-interna-
tional.org , or feel free to contact us (Tel. 0049 (0)33234-74 142, Carola 
Streubel). We are looking forward to your call!


